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. PREFACE

The foundation of any community or region is rooted in its people, its economic base, and its foresight
for the future. The citizens of Teutopolis, in their decision to create a comprehensive plan, have
acknowledged that no place remains static over time. Concern over growing urban development
pressure from Effingham, preservation of the economic base, and maintaining a high quality of life
prompted reassessment of the future direction of Village development.

The Comprehensive Plan is a key element in formulating the approach that a community will take in
addressing the issues of land use, public policies toward development, and infrastructure requirements.
The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is to provide a framework for the governing body to ensure that
a course, focused on a common goal, is maintained.

To achieve this, the plan should be:

1. Comprehensive. The plan must address all areas of the community as well as all activities associated
with regulating development.

2. Flexible. The plan must be structured to summarize policies and proposals and allow for flexibility to
facilitate the ever changing needs of the area.

3. Provident. The initial requirements of the plan are to achieve solutions to short term issues, whereas,
the ultimate goal of the plan is to provide a perspective of future development and predict possible
problems as far as 10 years into the future.

With these general guidelines as a basis, specific issues must be addressed by analyzing the growth
patterns and physical features of the community. While a variety of factors influence where and when
development takes place, several basic categories can be analyzed to assess the impact of past and
future growth. The categories this plan addresses are: Housing; Economic Development; Land Use; Public
Facilities; Transportation,; Cultural Resources; Intergovernmental Cooperation, and Implementation
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Il. INTRODUCTION

The future course of development for Teutopolis is outlined in this Comprehensive Plan. This long range
guide brings together many planning elements, coordinating them to maintain an environment that is
attractive, efficient, and pleasing to the area residents and businesses. Each element sets desired
development direction consistent with the goals and policies that have been established to maintain and
enhance the quality of the community desired by citizens and officials.

The Comprehensive Plan is general in nature, allowing for flexibility. It is comprehensive because it
considers many elements and their inherent relationship with each other. The plan is properly balanced
and blended, giving emphasis to those characteristics that need to be maintained or enhanced to
preserve the Village’s high quality of life. The plan has evolved through a careful, deliberate process of
data collection, citizen participation, analysis of alternatives, and goal formation—each stage being a
step toward refining the Comprehensive Plan. The plan will provide a service to the community if the
goals, objectives, recommendations, and policies as guidelines promulgated by the plan are followed.
The guidelines are important to the elected and appointed officials as they evaluate the developmental
elements during the course of administering the plan. Understanding by private interest groups (such as
developers) of these guidelines will assure conformance with plan objectives.

The Comprehensive Plan is a guide. It can accommodate the uses that have been selected to continue,
and enhance the quality environment for which the area has come to be known. Each of the proposed
uses has been measured to produce a well ordered, functioning community, attractive and satisfying to
its citizens. The plan is not a zoning plan, yet it does show desired uses for certain sectors of the
community that, in some instances, may be interpreted as zoning proposals. The plan is a guide to be
used by officials in initiating changes in zoning to achieve desired land use and as a basis for evaluating
requests from individuals.

1. VISION STATEMENT

Teutopolis will be a place where our small town atmosphere, entrepreneurial spirit, cultural heritage,
rural character and natural environment will be preserved and promoted. We will create a positive
environment for business and industry by developing and expanding educational and economic
opportunities. We will encourage orderly growth and development. Our Town will be a place where all
generations of families can enjoy a quality community in which to live, work, and play.
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IV. ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Issues and Opportunities element explains the nature and extent of the current and emerging issues
facing the Village of Teutopolis. This inventory and priorities within the list of issues will change over
time. Some of these issues may become lower in priority as actions are taken by the Village to address
them. Additional issues will also arise that should be added to the list.

Being able to address these issues is an integral part of a comprehensive plan. The issues currently
facing Teutopolis, as well as the impending issues, will largely dictate the development that will occur
and the planning that will need to take place. The following issues and opportunities were identified
through extensive examination of secondary data and the public participation process. More detailed
information about public input for this comprehensive plan can be found in Appendix A. The main
issues identified are used as a framework for the guidelines and recommendations found throughout
this document.

Land Use and Natural Resources

e Restricted development locations — Development should be restricted in the floodplain of First
Salt Creek and other areas that are flood prone. New development should be encouraged in
areas with access to infrastructure along existing transportation corridors.

e Drainage — Storm water drainage is one of the biggest concerns of residential homeowners.
New development should include drainage plans, natural drainage systems should be preserved,
and efforts should be made to improve drainage throughout the Village.

o Wellhead protection for water source — The Village depends on three wells for a portion of the
water supply. These shallow wells are potentially vulnerable to contamination. Careful
monitoring is warranted in addition to limiting new potential sources of contamination.

e Nuisance ordinance enforcement — Teutopolis residents indicated that they are pleased with
the overall appearance of the Village, but they would like to improve several issues, including
the removal of junk from some private residences and enforcement of nuisance ordinances.

e Incompatible uses — The current zoning ordinance has successfully limited most land use
conflict throughout the Village but vigilance is necessary to prevent such conflict in the future. It
is particularly important to preserve the existing residential neighborhoods that are primarily
composed of owner occupied single family residential housing.

e Sprawl — Growth should occur within the Village, when possible, before new land is acquired to
help minimize sprawl and to cut down on the costs of providing additional public infrastructure.

e  Zoning districts and map — The Village should consider amending the current zoning map to
more accurately reflect land use. The areas that should be examined include the B-1, B-2, and
Manufacturing/Industrial District along the Main Street Corridor. The official zoning map could
be improved by using ownership parcels as a basis for creating zoning districts.
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e Annexation policy — The Village’s current philosophy on annexation is to consider only
voluntary annexation requests. Areas considered for voluntary annexation should be
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and other Village policies. New territory added by
annexation should be provided Village services and should return sufficient tax revenue to
cover costs of services.

Transportation

e Focus on maintenance and improvement — Teutopolis should minimize new road construction
to the extent possible to focus on maintaining current infrastructure and allowing more funding
for roadway improvements.

e Pedestrian and bicycle friendly — Create a walk able, pedestrian-friendly community with a
connected sidewalk network. New sidewalk construction should be focused on connecting the
most important community resources including schools, church, parks and the central business
district. The development of walking and bicycling trails that provide alternative transportation
options will be encouraged and supported.

o Integrated street systems — New developments should connect with existing streets to allow
for multiple access points and better connectivity between neighborhoods.

o Truck parking — The Village is home to several industries that depend on heavy trucks for
shipping and delivery. Improvements that would enhance truck parking and routing would
improve public safety and relationships between residents and local industry.

e Railroad — The CSX railroad is a prominent feature in the Village that provides critical services
to local industry but also presents unique challenges to public safety, drainage and
infrastructure construction and maintenance. The Village needs to enhance relationships with
the railroad to ensure future economic prosperity while maintaining public safety and cost
efficient management of infrastructure.

Housing

e Preserve existing residential neighborhoods — Preservation of the high quality of housing and
the integrity of residential neighborhoods as safe, family friendly places to live is a priority.
Avoid mixing high density rental housing with established neighborhoods.

e Recognize diverse housing needs — Teutopolis has a high median home price and a large
proportion of single detached housing units but lacks alternatives to this traditional type of
housing. Increasing housing diversity, especially for life style oriented housing that would
include assisted living, long term care, and multigenerational housing options would help retain
aging residents and encourage return migration.
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e Encourage high densities — Promote dense development to utilize the space within the Village
to the extent possible. Encourage new home construction on vacant infill lots within the Village.

e Preserve historic homes and buildings — The Village has a remarkable history preserved in its
architecture and buildings. To the extent possible those buildings should be preserved through
appropriate means whenever possible.

Economic Development

o Economic growth challenges — Teutopolis close proximity to Effingham city may offer the
Village an opportunity to encourage and nurture new business development. Rather than
compete with Effingham the Village should rigorously encourage local entrepreneurs to develop
and expand their businesses in the Village.

e Encourage and support entrepreneurship — Teutopolis is a community of entrepreneurs with
over 50 locally owned and operated businesses. The Village should make support for local
entrepreneurs the centerpiece of economic development policy.

e Utilize the Village revolving loan fund — The Village has an underutilized revolving loan fund
that should be rigorously marketed to local businesses or used for other allowable purposes to
support economic development in the Village.

e Formalize economic development programs and management — Currently the Village does not
have an official economic development program. To compete for jobs and economic
development in the future the Village needs to create policies and formal relationships with
local proponents of economic development, the business community and other units of
government.

e Maintain downtown vitality — The Village has an attractive central business district and
commercial strip development along Main Street. Preservation of this commercial corridor will
depend on the vitality of local business.

e Economic development should follow current and future infrastructure — Commercial and
industrial development should be encouraged in areas that are currently (or will soon be)
serviced by water, sewer, and streets in order to make the development more cost-effective.

e Incentives may be needed to retain and attract new business development — Although the
Village has a remarkable economic base it is increasingly fragile in a competitive world where
many places offer free land, financing, and other incentives like tax increment financing and
enterprise zone benefits. Village economic development policies should include consideration of
incentives to increase the attractiveness of Teutopolis as a location for business expansion and
attraction.

e Collaboration with neighbors reduces conflict and increases opportunity — Establish and
maintain relationships with neighboring and regional agencies to explore and capitalize on
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opportunities. A large proportion of the work force commutes to jobs outside the Village, a
growing regional economy benefits Village residents.

Infrastructure

e Improve drinking water quality — 40% of survey respondents said they were dissatisfied with
drinking water quality and service. This has been an issue in the Village for several years and is
the result of the low quality of water from Village owned wells and the increasing cost of
purchasing water from Effingham.

e Increase sewer system capacity — Dissatisfaction with the sewer collection system topped the
list of resident concerns in the comprehensive plan survey. Sewer backing up into homes during
heavy rainfall was a common complaint. There were also long term concerns about the
treatment system capacity being able to sustain Village growth.

e Maintain high quality electric and natural gas services — Currently the Village has franchise
agreements with service providers for electricity and natural gas. Because these are critical
services the Village should continue to coordinate the delivery of these services at the highest
possible quality and the lowest cost for residents and businesses.

e Enhance telecommunications infrastructure and services — The unprecedented growth in the
need for high bandwidth telecommunications capacity, especially access to fiber optic
infrastructure, demands that local government take an active role in promoting public private
partnerships to expand access to these services. The Village should increase efforts to expand
access to fiber optic telecommunications infrastructure.

Community Facilities and Services

e Support and strengthen the schools — The long term viability of the Village is closely tied to the
school system. The majority of residents have very close ties to the school and it is the reason
many current residents live in the Village. Maintaining high quality schools that are financially
sound is a priority.

e Maintain high quality parks and recreation programs — Teutopolis has exceptional park and
recreation facilities and a robust youth sports program. Residents put a high value on these
services and facilities and want them to be maintained to the highest possible quality. The
School District, Park District, volunteer organizations and Village government should continue to
work closely to maintain and improve the recreation services and facilities.

o Encourage and facilitate volunteerism — The Village is home to several active civic
organizations that provide an exceptional range of services to residents and local governments.
The high level of community volunteerism must be continued into the future.

10
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e Maintain high quality public safety services — Nearly 95% of respondents to the
comprehensive plan survey said “low crime rate” were an important reason for living in the
Village. Maintaining high quality police, fire and emergency medical services is a priority.

11
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V. PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

LAND USE

1. Ensure clear, effective building and zoning codes that support community intentions for
maintaining and enhancing the Village's small town character.

2. Promote infill development on undeveloped lots within the Village boundary.

3. Encourage contiguous development with lowest cost extension of transportation, sewer and
water.

4. No development should occur in floodplains. A drainage plan should be a requirement of any
new development or construction plan. No new construction should be allowed to exacerbate
current drainage problems in the Village.

5. Ensure communication and coordination between the Village, Effingham City, Effingham County
and township governments on projects and issues of mutual concern. Promote
interjurisdictional cooperation in planning and land use decisions.

6. Enhance the quality of life by protecting both natural resources and farmland and by promoting
urban infill and redevelopment. Guide growth to developed areas where public facilities and
services can be economically provided.

7. Utilize consistent policies and implementation tools that provide equity and fairness to
landowners while preserving public health, welfare, and the community character.

8. Future development should correspond with the recommendations in the Future Land Use Map.

EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT

1.

Institutionalize economic development as a function of local government in collaboration with
the business community and Teutopolis Community For Progress.
a. Create a sustainable economic development organization that functions as the Village
economic development department.

b. Speak with one voice, have one widely recognized point of contact for economic
development inquiries. Make sure everyone in Teutopolis knows who to call.

c. Make a financial commitment to economic development with joint public and private
sector funding.

d. The economic development organization should be responsible for
i. Creating and maintaining community profile
ii. Maintaining a site and building inventory

iii. Serving as a point of contact for existing businesses, business recruitment, and
new business start-ups

12
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2. Encourage and facilitate the formation of new small businesses.

a. Teach entrepreneurship in the schools, especially at the high school level.

b. Form an entrepreneurship club to link local businesses with students and create real
world experiences for youth

c. Host a youth entrepreneurship or business plan contest.

d. Create a small business assistance package for prospective start-ups that includes
information on

local regulations

where to go for technical assistance (Small Business Development Center, South
Central lllinois Regional Planning and Development Commission)

financing options (revolving loan fund, local banks, etc.)

local resources including available sites and buildings and business services
available in the Village

Keep the information in the package current and make it available on the Village
web site.

e. Create a mechanism for following-up on inquiries from small business prospects and
recording/reporting outcomes.

3. Enhance relationships with the City of Effingham, Effingham County, nearby municipalities, and
regional economic development organizations (South Central Illinois Regional Planning and
Development Commission, Crossroads Workforce Investment Board, East Central lllinois
Development Corporation).

a. Create formal relationships and lines of communication between the Village and other
economic development organizations.

b. Identify and implement win-win projects that have mutual benefits for all participants.

c. Create a positive image of cooperation and publicize joint activities and
accomplishments.

4. Implement a business retention and expansion (BR&E) program. BR&E programs are designed to
create positive working relationships between local government, business development
organizations and the business community.

a. Create a subcommittee to manage the BR&E program.

b. Develop a sustainable approach for implementing a business visitation program by:

targeting businesses based on employment and potential impact if business
closed or moved.

using a formal interview process to gather information on business needs and
concerns
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iii. processing information and reacting to needs and opportunities in a timely
fashion

5. Preserve and enhance the central business district and commercial properties along the US
40/Main Street corridor.

a.
b.
C.

d.

Maintain high standards for the appearance of buildings.
Encourage and support local succession of ownership for existing small businesses.
Create a shop local campaign to reduce retail leakage.

Support creation of a retail merchants' organization to promote common interests.

6. Create a business attraction and recruitment program.

a.

Utilize resources available through the lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (IDCEO) and Ameren (Location One Information System) to promote
industrial and commercial properties.

Identify marketable properties and use free advertising services available through IDCEO
and Ameren.

Create and maintain site profiles compatible with IDCEO and Ameren systems.

7. Explore the potential of offering incentives for business expansion in the Village. Currently the
Village is at a competitive disadvantage in the attraction and retention of businesses because
there are no formal incentive programs.

HOUSING

Discuss the possibility of extending the Effingham enterprise zone into Teutopolis with
the City of Effingham and Effingham County.

Consider the creation of a Tax Increment Financing District

Explore the potential for acquiring or optioning industrial development land that could
be offered to new or expanding businesses.

1. Promote safe, attractive neighborhoods for a range of families and households with a high
quality of life and stable property values.

2. Preserve the integrity of residential neighborhoods by enforcing zoning and nuisance
ordinances. Review and update ordinances as necessary to guarantee emerging problems are
addressed in a timely manner.

3. Encourage homeowners and landlords to maintain and upgrade their properties.

4. Provide an adequate supply of appropriately zoned land for projected residential growth.

14
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10.

11.

New housing development should be restricted to locations that can be served by utilities and
surface transportation at the lowest cost to the Village. Development contiguous to the Village
is preferred over rural subdivisions that will require costly extensions of infrastructure.

Promote the development of assisted living housing or other housing that will provide
alternatives for current and new residents that have special needs.

Support the development of multigenerational housing. Many terms are used to describe
multigenerational housing, including granny flats, garage apartments, carriage house
apartments and ancillary units. Accessory apartments and additional single-family structures can
take a variety of physical forms and offer many benefits. These varied options merit
examination.

Create a welcome package for potential new residents that include information about schools,
real estate contacts, civic organizations, home builders, local businesses, and other information.

Identify appropriate locations for compatible infill housing that would replace vacant or
underutilized sites in existing neighborhoods.

Promote preservation and restoration of historic structures.
. Create a safe pedestrian friendly environment in residential neighborhoods. Promote and

comprehensively plan for greenways, bikeways, and trails within new and existing
developments.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Ensure that infrastructure for potable water, drainage, and sewage treatment is adequate to
serve the Villages existing and future residential, commercial and industrial land uses.

1.

2
3
4.
5

v N @

Protect the Villages water source by implementing appropriate well head protection practices.
Seek alternative lower cost sources for drinking water.

Continue maintenance and rehabilitation of the water distribution system.

Continue to explore options for demineralizing the water from the Village wells.

Reduce storm water infiltration into the septic sewer system to prevent backups into
homeowners’ basements and overflow at the treatment plant.

Expand the wastewater treatment plant capacity.
Separate the storm water and septic sewer system.
Maintain the existing sewer system to the highest possible standard.

Require storm water management plans for all new development.

. Maintain open ditches and other natural drainage features to promote rapid runoff of storm

water.
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TRANSPORTATION

Promote a transportation system that creates safe, efficient, convenient, and economical
options for residents and business users. Coordinate all transportation planning with its impact
on land use and growth patterns. Address the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and
disabled residents when planning transportation systems.

1.
2.
3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Maintain a high quality appearance at all highway entrances to the Village.
Seek cooperative and effective approaches to address truck parking and traffic concerns.

Promote a walk able pedestrian friendly community by maintaining sidewalks and constructing
new sidewalks that connect Village residential areas with parks, schools, government offices and
commercial areas.

Consider doing a traffic study to identify workable strategies for reducing congestion during
morning and afternoon rush hours.

Enhance relationships with the railroad to address concerns about drainage, safety and
infrastructure in an efficient and timely manner.

Support public transit system improvements especially for the elderly and residents with
mobility limitations.

Support regional trail development by working with Trails Recreation Effingham County (TREC).

Direct future residential, commercial and industrial development to roadways capable of
accommodating the resulting traffic.

Review of rezoning requests must consider impacts on the existing road network.

To the extent possible provide accommodations for people with disabilities such as curb cuts,
minimizing inclines and slopes of sidewalks, and ensuring sidewalk connectivity.

Adopt street design standards (intersection design, signal phasing, and roadway width) that give
priority to and enhance the safety of pedestrians and minimize conflict with motorists.

Consider requiring developers to bear an equitable share of the costs for improvement and
extensions of new roads.

Guide new growth so as to develop a road system that does not financially burden the Village or
make inefficient use of public tax dollars.

Encourage and support multi-jurisdictional (Village, township, county, state) approaches to
transportation system maintenance and construction.

Promote a bicycle friendly community by designated bicycle routes and supporting
improvements to make those routes bicycle-friendly.

VILLAGE FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Provide village facilities and services that meet the demands of residents, will meet future
demands, are of high quality and are consistent with the village vision for the future.
Ensure the provision of reliable, efficient, and well-planned utilities (i.e. gas, electric) and
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communication services (i.e. telephone, cable, telecommunications) to adequately serve
existing and future development.

1. Continually, consider impacts of development proposals on Village facilities and services.

2. Improve the Village website by adding information that potential residents, developers,
homeowners, landowners, agencies and local business owners will find useful including
information regarding Village procedures, ordinances, land use regulations, economic
development opportunities, local history and Village services.

3. Develop a Capital Improvement Program to provide local decision makers, private developers,
and citizens with detailed information on any capital improvement projects that will take place
in the Village's future.

4. Continually monitor the need for new, expanded or rehabilitated services.

5. Coordinate utility and Village facility planning with the location of future service areas as guided
by the comprehensive plan, environmental considerations, economic development, and growth
management objectives.

Parks and Recreation

6. Work closely with the Park District, School District and volunteer organizations to Identify areas
where park facilities and recreational programs can be improved.

7. Provide opportunities for all age groups and abilities to enjoy recreational pursuits.

8. Maintain and improve the Village’s existing parks, natural resources and recreational facilities to
provide multi-use recreational opportunities.

Utilities and Franchise Services

9. Continually monitor the location, condition and capacity of existing and future public utilities in
order to efficiently serve existing residents and planned service areas.

10. Direct new utility transmission and distribution lines into public-right-of-ways whenever
feasible. Enhance coordination with existing providers of electric, natural gas and
telecommunications infrastructure.

11. Actively pursue and maintain the highest levels of service from solid waste, natural gas,
electrical, telephone, cable, telecommunications and other technology providers.

12. Promote effective solid waste disposal and recycling services and systems that protect the
public health, natural environment, and general appearance of land use within the Village.

13. Establish structural design, location and service standards for towers to reduce the negative
visual impacts, co-locate facilities and address public safety issues as needed.

Schools
14. Promote quality schools and access to educational opportunities for everyone.

15. Increase village involvement in the coordination of local planning efforts with the School District
in order to allow them to anticipate future growth and to provide appropriate facilities.

Protective Services
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Provide a level of fire and emergency services that meets existing and future demands of
residents and development patterns.

Monitor the ISO rating of the fire department and develop strategies to improve the rating.

Increase resident education on ways to reduce the risks of fire and increase access and response
time of emergency vehicles to local residences (i.e. forest and grass fire prevention, driveway
design that eases emergency vehicle access).

Assist in efforts to maintain a properly trained staff of volunteers for fire protection and other
emergency services.

Ensure that police services are appropriately meeting the existing and future needs of the
village.

Maintain positive working relationships with neighboring incorporated municipalities,
Effingham County and State agencies for utilization of extra police and emergency management
services when needed.
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VI. REGIONAL LOCATION

The Village of Teutopolis is located in south central lllinois in Effingham County. Effingham County is
classified as a Micropolitan Statistical Area by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. Effingham
City, the principal city in the Effingham Micropolitan Area, is practically contiguous with the western
boundary of Teutopolis. Effingham City influences Teutopolis in several significant ways:

a. The City’s robust economic development and growth during the last three decades
created employment opportunities for Teutopolis residents.

b. The retail and service sector in Effingham which includes numerous big box retail outlets
siphons potential retail trade from Teutopolis businesses and may suppress the
formation of new businesses in the community.

c. Effingham’s eastward annexation of land towards Teutopolis along major transportation
corridors including I-70, US 40, and Illinois 33 creates land use pressure and may, in the
long term, limit growth options for the Village (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Effingham City Annexation Influences Teutopolis
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The Village has a strategic advantage with regard to major transportation corridors and access to
metropolitan areas. The proximity to the intersection of I-70 and I-57 is the most important asset.
This intersection provides businesses and residents with easy access to both north-south and east-
west interstate travel options. A CSX main rail line running between Terre Haute and St. Louis

passes thru the Village. Rail siding is located in the Village at the Siemer Milling Co., Siemer
Distributors and Stevens Industries.
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Five metropolitan areas are located within a three hour drive of Teutopolis. Terre Haute and
Decatur, the smallest of the metro areas, are the closest followed by Springfield, Champaign, St.
Louis and Evansville (Figure 2). 19.5 million people, 6.4% of the US population, live within a four
hour drive time of the Village and 62.6 million (20.6%) within eight hours (Figure 3).

Figure 2. Driving Distance to Metropolitan Areas
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Over 90% of the Village is located in Teutopolis Township with the remainder located in St. Francis
Township. 1600" Street is the dividing line between the townships. The Village is in the service area
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of several regional organizations that provide economic development, job training, social services
and educational services including the South Central lllinois Regional Planning and Development
Commission, Local Work Force Investment Area 23, Lakeland Community College, and the C.E.F.S

Economic Opportunity Corporation.

Figure 4. Township Boundaries
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VII. VILLAGE HISTORY

“Teutopolis is a child of planned parenthood. It did not happen or evolve as the accidental byproduct of
a trading-post, church, inn stagecoach relay station, or junction of roadways or railroads, but was the
result of much thought and controversy, hard-headed economy, painstaking investigation and planning,
at least some degree of vision and certainly a vast amount of patience.” (Cliff Grunloh and Mack Kitten,
Teutopolis Sesquicentennial 1839-1989)

Teutopolis was established in 1838 by German immigrants representing the Deutsche Land-Compagnie
oder Ansiedlungsgesellschaft”, a land company organized in large part to establish a German Catholic
colony in what was at that time the developing frontier. In 1841, a plat for the Village was filed at the
Effingham County Recorder’s Office. The plat was centered on the National Road (currently Main/U.S.
40) with all local streets perpendicular or parallel to the National Road. In large part the Village’s current
development pattern reflects the original plat that created 48 blocks of nearly equal dimensions
bounded by Garrett, Southern Row, Smith and Northern Row.

Historical landmark events:

e 1841 first business, a general merchandise and inn, was opened thus beginning a long history of
entrepreneurial activity.

e 1841 first school house

e 1842 post office opens

e 1845 incorporated as a Village and first election held
e 1851 telegraph arrived but failed soon after.

e 1853 St. Peters Church (renamed St. Francis of Assisi in 1860) Church constructed, remodeled in
1902 and again in 1950. The most notable historic building in the Village.

e 1858 German Franciscans arrive, the first friary of the Franciscans in the Midwest.

e 1862 St. Joseph Seminary and College opens. By 1879 there were 400 Franciscans in Teutopolis.
The seminary was demolished in 1976.

e 1865 St. Louis, Vandalia & Terre Haute Railroad Company proposes construction of a rail line
through Teutopolis.

e 1883 first fire department

e 1900 local telephone service established

e 1916 electrical service established

e 1919 U.S. 40 paved

e 1937 sewer system constructed by the W.P.A. (Works Progress Administration)
e 1940 water system constructed

e 1972 Teutopolis Development Company organized in response to the closing of Weber Bros.
Implement and purchases property currently home to Three Z Printing.

e 1987 Park District formed
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HiSTORIC BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURE

The long term preservation of cultural landmarks and historic buildings is a nearly impossible challenge
in most small towns. Yet these resources often define the community by bridging the gaps between
generations as they become the physical manifestation of how a community developed over time. A
significant number of historic buildings are still in use in the Village as residences and in commercial and
institutional use. St. Francis Church and the adjoining Monastery and Museum are perhaps the most
notable and visible historic landmarks but there are over 25 structures that are more than one hundred
years old in the Village. Lists of the most notable historic structures are described in Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Notable Historic Buildings (Italics denote structures removed since 1985)

Name Street Date Style Comments
) 108 W. Main , . William Tolch had a harness shop here. George Eckjans and his family
Gill House Street 1840 Late Georgian also lived here. Modern porch added, tin roof.
. Modified Greek Revival: flat Originally built for Clemens Uptmor, a founder of Teutopolis. The
, 101 E. Main . ; o . . .
Wessel's Grocery Street 1861 decorative columns at sides of door; Uptmor family lived above the store and in the east wing. Virtually an
brick with stone foundation unchanged merchandise store since its beginning.
105 E. Mai Originall, the Hoedebecke Store. O the oldest and t
King's Kountry Kitchen am 1869 Modified Greek Revival riginally was. ,e of? evecke -ore ne of the oldest and mos
Street unchanged buildings in Teutopolis.
St. Franc.ls Convent for 305 E. Main Two-story brick with arched Ongmal{y St. Mary S Achemy for girls where the girls learned
School Sisters of Notre 1868 . . academic subjects, music, art and needlework. East annex was added
Street windows, stone foundation .
Dame in 1913.
401 W Main . Built for Anton Esker, grandfather of Henrietta Esker; west side
Esker H 1 Folk V.
sker House Street 860 olk Victorian addition circa 1924, gingerbread around porch.
108 W. Green The company was founded by Clemens Uptmor, Sr., his son Clements,
Siemer Milling Company Street. 1882 Jr. and his son-in-law, Joseph Siemer. It has always been managed by
a member of the Siemer family.
Pudenz-Lohman House 211 W. Main 1919 Vernacular Prairie Built for Jqseph PL‘ldenz who was a saloonkeeper in Teutopolis.
Street Lunette windows in gables.
Saint F'ranC|s of Assissi 203 E. Main 1853 Gothic Revival, church adaptation Gotth tower added in 1902, originally called St. Peter's Church, St.
Catholic Church Street Francis monastery attached.
Originally the residence of Mr. and Mrs. John Washefort who helped
Bauer Funeral Home 302 E Main Street 1850 Late Georgian settle the Village of Teutopolis. Later the home of Dr. F.F. Eversman,
whose son, Dr. Henry Eversman married Caroline Washefort.
Bergfeld-Heuerman 317 W. Main Greek Revival: ornamental brickwork Orlglnally built for Gerhard Bergfeld, soldlto BIShAOAp Juncker of St.
1860 o Louis; dormers added, porch changed, brick addition to the rear of
House Street to resemble dentils, iron buttresses
the structure.
Franciscan Monaster South of Main Served as a Franciscan monastery until 1967. Currently houses the
v Street on Garrett 1867-1902 Teutopolis Monastery Museum on the second floor. First floor used
and Museum L . -
Street by church parishioners for dinners and babysitting area.
301 W. Main Built for H.H. Hardiek as a general merchandise store. There used to
Hardiek-Hattrup Building Street ’ 1860 be a livestock scale on the east side for weighing cattle. A stockyard

was in back. There is a brick structure in back of the property.
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Name Street Date Style Comments
. 102 E. Main Colonial Revival: brick with stone _ . . -
Siemer House Street 1880 foundation, single dormer Originally built for Joseph Siemer; original porch replaced.
ﬁr(')uur::eve-Nlemeyer 106 E. Walnut 1870 Folk Victorian Originally built for Henry Brumleve.
Folk Victorian; brick with st .
. 100 W. Walnut , ° . ictorian; brick with stone . Once occupied and owned by Gerhardt Deyman who made wooden
Deyman-Kitten House 1880's quoins at corners, stone foundation, L. .
Street . shoes in his shop behind the house.
gingerbread on porch
Gerhardt Deyman 210 N. Pearl , Gerhardt Deyman made wooden shoes in this building for over 50
1880's
Wooden Shoe Factory Street years.
Poeppelmeyer-Heuerman | 211 W. Southern , Folk Vlctquan; solid br'Ck . Long-time residence of the Poeppelmeyer family. Mr. Poeppelmeyer
1880's construction, returns in gables, tin .
House Street was a local cabinetmaker.
roof
Huffman-Habing House 202 E. Walnut 1890's Folk Victorian Originally built for Dr. Huffman; no major alterations to original
Street structure.
104 W. Main , L . .
Burford House Street 1880's I-house variation Built for John Burford who operated a blacksmith shop next door.
Brumleve-Weis House 100 E. Walnut 1903 Folk V|ctor|an: fish scale siding in Originally built for Dr. Lawrence Brumleve; vinyl sided.
Street gables, spindled porch
Lake-Schumacher House 113 E. Walnut 1906 Folk Victorian Orlglr.\ally built for I?arney Lak.e.. AcFompanylng barn was used as a
Street veterinary stable. Fish scale siding in gables.
- 106 W. Main , EC.|eCtIC V|§tor|an: ornamental Local fire station located earlier on first floor; new brickwork around
Teutopolis Village Hall 1890's brickwork in gable, ornamental .
Street . doors; porch added.
window headers
400 W. Main . . . . . . -
Meyer House Street ! 1900 Folk Victorian: gingerbread on porch | Aluminum sided; tin roof; rear addition.
Weber House 105 W. Main 1890's Solid bI’I'Ck construction, stone Probaply built by the Uptmor family, one of whom married Agnes
Street foundation Engbring. New porch.
122 E. Mai F brick t hed wind
Agnes Braun Restaurant an 1890's ancy brick parapet, arched Window: | ¢ external alterations.
Street headers
Weber's Clothing and 114 E. Main Italianate: bracketed cornice, Qngmally .HJ' Weber Clothing and Shoes. Modern west br|ck' addition
1892 . . first floor iron pilasters removed and replaced by modern brickwork
Jewelry, Inc. Street pedimented window headers.

and glass tile.
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Name Street Date Style Comments
Po?pPeImeyer-Worman 112 W. Main 1890's Italianate: bracketed parapet Originally the A.M. Poeppelmeyer general store. Aluminum sided.
Building Street Currently an apartment house.
St. Joseph College bell South Pearl 1889 talianate variation Orlgl_nally Ioc_at_ed next to the gyr_nnasu_:m of St. Joseph College and
tower Street Seminary, original college established in 1862.
. Originally Italianate with bracketed Weber Brothers Equipment was started by Ben Weber in 1895 and
Wel.aer Brothers 200 E. Main 1895 cornice and pedimented windows joined by his brother William in 1900. The entire fagade has been
Equipment, Inc. Street . . .
on second floor modernized by the removal of the cornice and upper windows.

Siemer Milling Company 109 W. Main . Original iron pilasters in front, modern brickwork and windows on
Office Building Street 1900 Fancy brickwork at top first floor fagade.
Kenter's Tavern 109 E. Main 1900 Ornamental brickwork at top Originally bL!I|t for the Highland Brewing Company. Purchased in 1919

Street by Barney Niemeyer for a grocery store and meat market.
Buenker House 215 W. Main 1900 Queen Ann'e': co'rner brackets and Once occupied by the Herman Althoff family.

Street fish scale siding in gable

101 W. Walnut Tower with elliptical windows, Originally built for John M Schultz, fourth son of August and Mar
Schultz-Hardiek House ’ 1905 modified Palladian window in main ginafly ouit . ’ & y

Street Schultz. Aluminum sided.

gable

Uptmor-Siemer House 308 W. Walnut 1913 Prairie: asymmetrical with hipped Built for the Clemens Uptmor, Jr. family. Believed to be a Sears and

Street roof Roebuck package home.

. . Originally built for the Uptmor Department Store handling furs,
Whltehouse. 201 W. Main 1913 Ornamental brickwork at top diamonds and imported clothing. Whitehouse was formerly M.
Manufacturing Company Street .

Snower Company. Whitehouse manufactures health care apparel.
Pudenz-Lohman House 211 W. Main 1919 Vernacular Prairie Built for Jqseph PL.Jdenz who was a saloonkeeper in Teutopolis.
Street Lunette windows in gables.
. - . 1929 Board of Education in 1929: Clem J. Siemer, Pres.; Henry Jansen, sec,;
1W.
Teutopolis Township High | 801 W. Main (original Ornamental stonework at top of Anton C. Thoele; Louis Brumleve; H. Althoff; John Mette; Frank
School Street . center
portion) Herboth

Source: Lewis, Phil. Effingham County: A Pictorial Survey of Distinctive Structures More than 50 Years Old. Effingham: 1986.
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VIIl. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The geographic center of the Village is located at 39.1330967 degrees latitude and -88.4719918 degrees
longitude and sits at approximately 604 feet elevation. Teutopolis is located in an area of Illinois that
was glaciated within the last 150,000 years. This land forming process left behind a relatively level
topographic plain of glacial sediment (sand and gravel) overlaid by soils of glacial origins often called
loess. The glacial sediment is normally less than 100 feet thick. Bedrock in the area is Late Pennsylvanian
sedimentary rock.

The fertile soils in the area surrounding the Village support a large variety of agricultural enterprises.
Effingham County has a more diverse agricultural sector than most lllinois counties where row crop
production dominates land use and farm sales. The County has a nearly even proportion of farm income
coming from livestock (44%) and crop (56%) production compared with lllinois where row crops are the
source of 82% of farm income. At 210 acres the average farm is significantly smaller than the lllinois
average of 348 acres.

Although no mineral resources of economic significance are mined in the immediate area surrounding
Teutopolis there are coal, oil and gas resources in Effingham County. No active coal mines are operating
in the County at this time primarily because of the cost of developing those mines. Qil production in the
County was 117,000 barrels in 2008 and has been in decline in recent years.

Figure 6. Teutopolis Area Topographic Map
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Natural drainage flow is towards the west into Salt Creek by way of First Salt Creek, located on the
northern border of the Village, and by an unnamed intermittent stream located on the southern border

(Figure 6). The only flood hazard area in the Village is along First Salt Creek. Salt Creek is the dominant
landscape and topographic feature near the Village. The Creek forms a natural barrier between
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Effingham City and Teutopolis. The wooded uplands along the two forks of Salt Creek north and west of
the Village have been a favored site for large-lot residential development along Snake Trail Road. The
Village sewage treatment plant releases treated effluent into First Salt Creek.

Soils are generally ‘somewhat poorly’ to ‘very poorly’ drained except along natural drainage features.
Drainage in the area south and east of the Village is particularly poor because of the nearly level
topography. The developed area of the Village has poor drainage because of the large area covered with
impermeable materials like roads and building footprints.

Figure 7. Teutopolis Area Drainage Class
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IX. COMMUNITY PROFILE

The community profile is intended to provide information about the Village that describes historical
trends and current conditions that influence housing, economic development, and the demand for
Village services. The data used in the profile comes from two sources. The 1990 and 2000 data are from
the Census Bureau and 2008 estimates are from Claritas, Inc. a high quality private data source. Several
geographic benchmarks are used to aid in interpretation of the data.

POPULATION

The Village population increased steadily since 1960 except for the 1980 to 1990 period. The overall
trend reflects the direction of population changes for Effingham County although there are significant
differences in the magnitude of change. In both the County and Village population growth trends have
exceed the rate of growth for rural counties in lllinois. The dramatic growth that occurred between 1970
and 1980 was typical of many rural locations in the Midwest although the magnitude of growth at the
county level was greater than the average growth for all rural counties. The continued growth in
Effingham County and Teutopolis since 1990 is exceptional because over two-thirds of lllinois counties
lost population during this time period.

Figure 8. Teutopolis Population Trends

Year Teutopolis % Change Effingham County % Change
Population Population

1960 1,140 23,107

1970 1,249 9.6% 24,608 6.5%
1980 1,414 13.2% 30,944 25.7%
1990 1,417 0.2% 31,704 2.5%
2000 1,559 10.0% 34,264 8.1%
2008 1,672 7.2% 34,386 0.4%

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.

Teutopolis has a relatively young age profile when compared with other rural places of similar size in
Illinois. The 2008 median age of 34 years is five years younger than the median for rural lllinois (39
years) and three years below the Effingham County median of 37 years. The quality of the schools and
employment growth in the County has been important factors influencing the attraction and retention
of young adults in the Village.

The number of children under the age of 18 years remained unchanged between 1990 and 2008
although the age structure changed in important ways. The number of children under the age of ten
decreased by 58 (20 %) while the number of youth aged 10 to 17 increased by 58 (29%). These changes
are likely to be the result of fewer young families, fewer children per household in young families, and
migration of families with older children into the Village. The relatively consistent number of young
adults aged 21 to 34 years in the population is a very positive indicator since this age cohort is shrinking
in most rural places. It is an important age group because these are the individuals who are most likely
to form new family households and have children. The largest population growth occurred in the 45 to
59 age group which more than doubled between 1990 and 2008 (104% or 168 persons). This age group
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includes the Baby Boomers many of whom will be retiring within a five to ten year horizon. The extent
to which persons in this age cohort decide to retire in place will have important impacts on the Village.
The number of persons in the 65 year and older age group remained relatively constant since 1990
although an increasing proportion of seniors are females who are often living alone.

Figure 9. Population Age Distribution

1990 2000 2008

Total 1,417 1,559 1,672

AgeOto4 141 10.0% 110 7.1% 110 6.6%
Age5to9 144 10.2% 137 8.8% 117 7.0%
Age 10 to 14 128 9.1% 176 11.3% 147 8.8%
Age 15 to 17 69 4.8% 95 6.1% 107 6.4%
Age 18 to 20 52 3.7% 51 3.3% 65 3.9%
Age 21to 24 83 5.9% 63 4.0% 105 6.3%
Age 25to 34 211 14.9% 182 11.7% 205 12.3%
Age 35to 44 178 12.5% 254 16.3% 213 12.7%
Age 45 to 49 59 4.2% 107 6.9% 132 7.9%
Age 50 to 54 52 3.7% 66 4.2% 115 6.9%
Age 55 to 59 50 3.5% 54 3.5% 82 4.9%
Age 60 to 64 45 3.2% 63 4.0% 58 3.5%
Age 65 to 74 115 8.1% 95 6.1% 107 6.4%
Age 75 to 84 66 4.6% 79 5.1% 71 4.3%
Age 85 and over 24 1.7% 27 1.7% 38 2.3%
Age 18 and over 935 66.0% 1,041 66.8% 1,191 71.2%
Age 21 and over 883 62.3% 990 63.5% 1,126 67.3%
Age 65 and over 205 14.4% 201 12.9% 216 12.9%
Median Age 29.3 33.1 34.0

Average Age 33.2 34.7 36.1

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.

HOUSEHOLDS

How Village residents are organized in households will have an important influence on the type of
housing needed and the demand for services like health care and education. A household includes all
the persons who occupy a housing unit so the number of households is equal to the number of occupied
housing units. Changes in household structure often occur over a long period of time and are often
linked to broader social and economic trends and life style preferences. Events like births, deaths and
divorce which change household composition often result in new housing choices. Stable household
composition with large proportions of married couple families have several advantages including higher
household incomes, child rearing.
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Figure 10. Comparison of Household Characteristics 2008

Teutopolis lllinois  Rural lllinois Effingham

County

Married-Couple Family 63.1% 52.2% 56.1% 57.9%
With own children 35.4% 24.9% 23.3% 28.3%
No own children 27.7% 27.3% 32.9% 29.6%
Male Householder 2.7% 4.0% 3.5% 3.7%
With own children 1.0% 1.8% 2.0% 2.1%
Female Householder 8.1% 11.9% 8.9% 9.0%
With own children 4.6% 6.7% 5.5% 6.0%
Single Male Householder 9.4% 11.6% 11.6% 11.6%
Single Female Householder 14.7% 15.4% 16.8% 16.0%

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.

The Village was home to an estimated 593 households in 2008. The total number of households
increased nearly 30% between 1990 and 2008. Household characteristics summarized in Figure 8
indicate that Teutopolis has a remarkably stable household structure dominated by family households.
Family households are composed of related persons living together. The proportion of family
households (73.9%) is greater than for Illinois (67.6%) or rural lllinois (68.4%). Similarly, the proportion
of married couple families and married couples with children is also notably higher than the state, rural
Illinois or Effingham County. The number of single parent households increased slightly in recent years
but remains below all benchmarks.

Figure 11. Teutopolis Household Characteristics Trends

1990 2000 2008
Total 457 537 593
Family households: 359 78.6% 401 74.7% 438 73.9%
Married-couple family: 327 71.6% 343  63.9% 374 63.1%
With own children under 18 years 179 39.2% 193 35.9% 210 35.4%
No own children under 18 years 148 32.4% 150 27.9% 164 27.7%
Other family: 32 7.0% 58 10.8% 64 10.8%
Male householder, no wife present: 7 1.5% 20 3.7% 16 2.7%
With own children under 18 years 2 0.4% 8 1.5% 6 1.0%
No own children under 18 years 5 1.1% 12 2.2% 10 1.7%
Female householder, no husband 25 5.5% 38 7.1% 48 8.1%
present:
With own children under 18 years 16 3.5% 26 4.8% 27  4.6%
No own children under 18 years 9 2.0% 12 2.2% 21 3.5%
Nonfamily households 98 21.4% 136 25.3% 155 26.1%

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.

The average household size has decreased slightly since 1990 but continues to be higher than in lllinois,
rural Illinois or Effingham County. This is largely the result of the large proportion of households with
children. The largest proportional increase in categories of household size occurred in one person
households (Figure 12). The growth in one person households is primarily a result of the increase in
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elderly residents living alone. This trend is likely to continue into the future although at a moderate rate
of change.

Figure 12. Teutopolis Household Size Trends

1990 2000 2008

Total 457 537 593

1 person 93 20.4% 116 21.6% 143 24.1%
2 persons 118  25.8% 148 27.6% 170 28.7%
3 persons 76 16.6% 96 17.9% 86 14.5%
4 persons 73  16.0% 87 16.2% 93 15.7%
5 persons 36 7.9% 59 11.0% 63 10.6%
6 persons 45 9.8% 22 4.1% 30 5.1%
7 or more persons 16 3.5% 9 1.7% 8 1.3%

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.
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INCOME

Teutopolis has a high income profile when compared with any of the geographic benchmarks (see Figure
13). The median and average household income are significantly above those in rural lllinois and
Effingham County, and even exceed the lllinois state income levels. Poverty rates for households are less
than one-half of the rates for rural lllinois and the State at 3.4%. Of particular note are the relatively
small proportions of households with incomes below $35,000 (26%) compared to Illinois (31%), rural
lllinois (40%) and Effingham County (36%).

Figure 13. Household Income 2008

Household Income lllinois  Rural lllinois Teutopolis Effingham
County

Less than $15,000 11.41% 14.12% 7.42% 12.43%
$15,000 to $24,999 9.50% 12.92% 8.09% 11.93%
$25,000 to $34,999 10.11% 12.89% 10.12% 12.79%
$35,000 to $49,999 15.02% 17.53% 17.03% 17.47%
$50,000 to $74,999 20.20% 21.17% 27.82% 23.23%
$75,000 to $99,999 13.17% 10.79% 13.15% 11.30%
$100,000 to $149,999 12.91% 7.77% 8.77% 7.29%
$150,000 to $249,999 5.34% 2.06% 3.54% 2.61%
$250,000 to $499,999 1.56% 0.59% 1.69% 0.66%
$500,000 or more 0.77% 0.14% 2.36% 0.29%
Estimated Average Household Income $72,072 $53,696 $77,736 $56,494
Estimated Median Household Income $54,894 $43,608 $56,591 $46,032
Estimated Per Capita Income $27,007 $21,819 $27,599 $22,150
Income below poverty level 7.9% 8.2% 3.4% 6.7%

Source: Claritas, Inc.
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X. HOUSING

Housing costs are the single largest expenditure for most residents. For homeowners, their home is
likely their most valuable asset and largest investment. Housing also plays a critical role in state and local
economies. The housing in a community may be its largest asset. The construction industry and other
occupations that support housing are a major portion of the economy. Residential development is also a
major source of revenue for local communities in the form of property taxes. In Teutopolis residential
property comprises 63.5% of the property tax base. Beyond the financial aspects of housing, there are
also social effects that are not so easily measured. People develop a sense of pride in their homes, which
in turn creates a sense of community and a likely increase in participation in community activities.

The quality, diversity, cost and availability of housing are important indicators of the vitality of a
community. Residential housing is the dominant land use and therefore one of the most important
determinants of how the community looks. Housing often defines the type of new residents that a place
attracts and also influences whether current residents will extend their stay.

In 2008 there were an estimated 627 housing units in the Village. Home ownership rates are similar to

those in Effingham County and rural lllinois but ten percentage points higher than in lllinois (Figure 14).
The rate at which residents move is very low with over 67% reporting living in the same housing unit in
the five year period before both the 1990 and 2000 Census. This indicates that the typical homeowner

stays in the residence they are living in a relatively long time.

Figure 14. Comparison of Housing Tenure

Teutopolis  lllinois Rural Effingham County
lllinois
Owner-Occupied 77.6% 68.2% 75.6% 76.4%
Renter-Occupied 22.4% 31.8% 24.5% 23.6%

The total number of housing units increased from 466 in 1990 to an estimated 627 units in 2008, a
34.5% increase. On average nine new housing units were added each year between 1990 and 2008.
Since 1990 the proportion of all housing that is owner occupied decreased from 80.9% to an estimated
73.4% in 2008. Renter occupied housing increased from 77 units to 133 units in 2008. The increase in

Figure 15. Housing Tenure Trends

1990 2000 2008
Total 466 563 627
Occupied 454 97.4% 537 95.4% 593 94.6%
Owner occupied 377 80.9% 417 74.1% 460 73.4%
Renter occupied 77 16.5% 120 21.3% 133 21.2%
Vacant 12 2.6% 26 4.6% 34 5.4%

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.
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a rental unit is primarily the result of existing housing units that were owner occupied being converted
into rental use. Vacancy rates have remained very low throughout the 1990 to 2008 period. The 2008
vacancy rate in Effingham County is estimated to be 6.9% and the rural lllinois rate is 8.7%. The low
vacancy rate is an indicator of high housing demand and overall community attractiveness.

One result of the high housing demand is relatively higher cost and value of housing. The median value
of owner occupied housing in the Village is 20% greater than Effingham and 45% greater than Rural
Illinois. The median contract rent is 8% higher than Effingham County and 18% greater than in Rural
Illinois. Over 50% of owner occupied homes do not have a mortgage.

Figure 16. Estimated 2008 Median Owner Occupied Housing Value

$250,000
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$200,000

$150,000 $138,108
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$100,000
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Source: Claritas, Inc.

Teutopolis has a relatively large proportion of one unit detached housing. Nearly 86% of the housing
stock is one unit detached homes compared to 58% for lllinois and 77 % in Effingham County and Rural
lllinois. Only 10% of all housing units are multifamily duplexes or apartments. This configuration has
both advantages and disadvantages. The homogeneous housing composition enhances the overall
appearance of residential neighborhoods but limits the attractiveness of the community for persons
who are looking for multifamily housing options.

Figure 17. Housing Units by Units in Structure

Housing Type Count %
1 Unit Attached 17 2.7%
1 Unit Detached 537 85.7%
2 Units 26 4.2%
3 to 19 Units 36 5.7%
Mobile Home or Trailer 11 1.8%
Boat, RV, Van, etc. 0 0.0%

Dominant structure type

1 Unit Detached

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.
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The housing stock is relatively new but includes a large proportion of housing units built before 1950.
The median year housing units were built is 1973 which is identical to Effingham County but newer than
the median for Rural lllinois (1963) by ten years. The appearance of older homes which are often a
problem because of deferred maintenance has not emerged as a problem in Teutopolis. According to
the 2000 Census there are no substandard housing units in the Village as measured by the availability of
utility service, bathroom and kitchen facilities.

Figure 18. Year Structure Built

Year Built Count %

Total 627

1990 or later 184 29.3%

1980 to 1989 60 9.6%

1970 to 1979 94 15.0%

1960 to 1969 76 12.1%

1950 to 1959 85 13.6%

1949 or earlier 128 20.4%
Median year structure built 1973

Source: Census Bureau and Claritas, Inc.

The current housing density in the Village is low with an average of one housing unit per acre. The low
density is a result of several factors including:

1. Afew very low density locations like the R-1 district north of Northern Street.

2. Vacant and/or large lots in the area between Walnut and Northern Streets.

3. Large lots and undeveloped residential land south of EIm and in the new subdivision bounded by
State, Pearl and Deutsch Road.

Even when the undeveloped and institutional land (school, park and cemetery) in the R-1 district are
excluded the average lot size remains relatively large at 0.8 acres per housing unit. The low density
development is one of the attractive features of the Village.

HOUSING SURVEY RESULTS

The community survey results indicate that residents are satisfied with most aspects of housing in the
Village except for the availability of assisted living and long term care housing. As the Village population
ages it is difficult for seniors to find housing alternatives that compensate for mobility limitations and
the need for extended care. To stay in the area residents must move to Effingham, the closest location
with alternative housing options for seniors. The Village should explore options for assisted living and
long term care housing with private and non-profit housing developers as the market for this type of
housing increases.
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Residents are moderately concerned about the quality and cost of housing. The average value of

housing in the Village is high when compared with the county. That is a result of the high income profile

for Village households not because of exclusionary housing policy. The Village could benefit from
expanding the diversity of housing options to include starter homes in price ranges more affordable to
young families. The stability of existing neighborhoods should not be compromised by any new housing

development.

Figure 19. Housing Survey Results

Moderate or Slight or not a Don't

serious problems problem know

Availability of assisted living and long term care 48.0% 29.2% 22.8%
Availability of affordable housing for purchase 22.3% 68.0% 9.7%
Availability of affordable rental housing 17.8% 56.9% 25.3%
Quality of affordable rental housing 17.1% 57.7% 25.3%
Quality of affordable housing for purchase 15.1% 75.6% 9.3%
Overall appearance of housing in Teutopolis 6.4% 92.6% 1.1%
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XI. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND LABOR FORCE
CURRENT CONDITIONS

The Village currently has no formal economic development policy or plan. In recent years the Teutopolis
Community For Progress (TCFP) organized as a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) corporation has assumed many of
the responsibilities of a traditional economic development organization. The Village has a revolving loan
fund but does not have any economic development incentive programs like a tax increment financing
district, enterprise zone or Village owned/optioned land. Industrial and commercial development is
concentrated along the US 40/Main Street corridor. Privately owned vacant industrial development sites
are currently available on the western edge of the incorporated area.

LocAaL Economy

Teutopolis has a remarkable economic base composed of three major industries and over fifty small
businesses. These businesses employ nearly 1,000 workers and provide significant property tax revenue
for the Village and other taxing jurisdictions. Perhaps most remarkable is the large proportion of
businesses that are locally owned and operated which includes the three largest employers and over
90% of all businesses. The Village ratio of employment to population of 0.58 places it in the top 5% of all
small towns with populations less than 2,000 in lllinois and ranks it in the top 15% of all incorporated
places.

Figure 20. Employment by Type of Business 2008

Type of Business 1to9 10to 19 20to 49 50 to 99 100 to 249 250t0499 Total
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 1 1
Hunting

Construction 6 1 2 1 10
Manufacturing 2 2 1 1 2 8
Wholesale Trade 1 1
Retail Trade 7 3 10
Transportation & Warehousing 2 1 3
Information 1 1
Finance and Insurance 3 1 4
Real Estate, Rental & Leasing 1 1 2
Administrative and Support and

Waste Management and 1 1
Remediation Services

Educational Services 1 1
Health Care and Social Assistance 1 1 1 3
Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 1
Accommodation and Food Services 4 1 5
s B 1
Public Administration 2 2

38



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

Total 44 12 3 4 2 2 67

Source: Applied Geographic Solutions, Inc.

The Village has a diverse employment base with businesses in sixteen of the twenty economic sectors
identified in the North American industry Classification System (Figure 17). Two-thirds of the businesses
have fewer than ten employees. Over one-half of the small businesses are in the service or trade sectors
of the economy. Manufacturing is the largest employment sector in the Village with an estimated 700
jobs or 70% of total employment in 2009. The dominant employers in this sector include Stevens
Industries, Siemer Milling, and Three Z Printing. The construction sector is the second largest private
employment sector with 90 jobs spread out over ten businesses. The Village has significant employment
in the public sector at the school system and ARC Community Support Systems.

RETAIL SALES

Despite the competitive disadvantage of being located adjacent to Effingham City Teutopolis has
managed to maintain an attractive central business district with several retail establishments. Retail
sales trends between 1990 and 2009 are similar to Effingham County although significantly more
volatile. The 2009 per capita retail sales in Teutopolis of $12,541 was nearly identical to the Illinois per
capita sales of $12,350. Effingham City, with sales of $48,338 per capita, is one of the retail giants in
downstate lllinois. 86% of all retail trade in Effingham County occurs in Effingham City.

Figure 21. Growth in Retail Sales Since 1990

100%
80%
GO”u

40%

Teutopolis == == = Effingham City +« Effingham County

The Village has a diversified retail sector (Figure 22). Total retail sales were $20,969,324 in 20009.
Automotive and Filling Stations were the largest source of sales with 25% of the total followed by
Furniture, Household & Electronics (16%) and Agriculture & Other (13%). Automobile related retail sales
are often the largest category of sales in rural places. The diversity of sales is an asset but may be
difficult to preserve in the future.
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Figure 22. Teutopolis 2009 Retail Sales by Major Category

Sales %
Automotive & Filling Stations S$5,329,826 25%
Furniture, Household & Electronics $3,343,447 16%
Agriculture &Other $2,672,671 13%
Food $2,516,319 12%
Drug & Misc. $2,380,411 11%
Lumber, Building & Hardware $2,147,457 10%
Drinking & Eating Places $1,206,679 6%
Manufacturers $1,172,514 6%
Apparel $200,000 1%
Total $20,969,324

Source: lllinois Department of Revenue

LABOR FORCE

The Teutopolis labor force has several distinguishing characteristics that explain the relatively high
income profile for Village households. First, the labor force participation rate is high with 73.6% of
persons aged 16 years or older in the labor force compared with 62% for Illinois, 59% for rural lllinois,
and 68% in Effingham County. Second, the educational attainment rate for adults 25 years and older is
also high when compared with rural Illinois and the County. The proportion of residents with college or
professional degrees is 23% compared with 13% in rural Illinois and 15% in the County. Only 10% of the
population lack a high school diploma compared with 19% in rural lllinois and 17% in the County. Third,
the proportion of employed persons working in professional white collar jobs is also high at 57%
compared with 48% in rural Illinois and the County. This is supported by the observation that 66% of
residents commute out of the Village to work with over 50% of those commuters working in Effingham
which has a significant number of professional job opportunities. Over two-thirds of jobs at Teutopolis
businesses are held by persons who commute from other places to work in Teutopolis.

EcoNomic DEVELOPMENT SURVEY RESULTS

Supporting and expanding existing businesses was identified as the highest economic development
priority by survey respondents followed closely by “providing support/incentives for local entrepreneurs
who are willing to start a business”. These priorities correspond with current standards of practice for
progressive economic development organizations. There is moderate support for expanding incentives
to attract new manufacturing business and for providing incentives for business attraction. Because the
Village has vacant industrial properties respondents placed a low priority on creating a new
business/industrial park.
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Figure 23. Economic Development Survey Responses

Very high or high Medium Low or
priority priority very low

Supporting and expanding existing businesses 58.5% 29.4% 7.1%
Providing support/incentives for local entrepreneurs

- . . . 57.2% 24.1% 13.1%
who are willing to start a business in Teutopolis
Providing incentives to attract new businesses 50.7% 23.6% 20.1%
Attracting new manufacturing businesses 47.9% 30.3% 17.2%
Improving the appearance of the retail business district 41.8% 43.2% 11.5%
Promoting new residential development 40.6% 31.9% 22.6%
Creating a new business/industrial park 31.8% 29.4% 33.6%
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XIl. TRANSPORTATION

A transportation system represents a key element in the functional operation of a community. The
transportation system includes not only roads but other modes of transit including public transportation
services and pedestrian and bicycle transportation. Of particular importance is the local road system
since it is under the control of local government and often represents a significant financial investment.
A wisely conceived road system can result in many benefits and long term cost savings for a community.
Being an integral aspect of the community, it plays a major role in the efficiency, safety, and overall
desirability of the community as a place to live and work.

The road system in the Village and in the extra-territorial area surrounding the Village is composed of
four levels of government jurisdiction. These include the Village system composed of local roads inside
the corporate boundary, the County system, the Township system and the State and Federal highway
systems. Within the Village boundary all roads are under Village authority except US Highway 40/Main
Street and County Highway 19. Outside of the Village boundary all local roads are under the jurisdiction
of the respective townships (Teutopolis or St. Francis). Interagency coordination is particularly important
because of the numerous governmental agencies involved in planning, constructing and maintaining
roads. The Village has 17.8 miles of roads and 10.9 miles of sidewalks.

FUNCTIONAL STREET CLASSIFICATION

A functional street classification uses traffic counts and connectivity of streets to other transportation
routes to establish a hierarchy of roads. Figure 29 illustrates the functional classification for Teutopolis.
Within the Village traffic counts vary from a high of 8,300 on West Main/US 40 to less than 300 on some
local residential streets. Main/US 40 is the principal arterial providing east west connectivity. Pearl and
Green Streets with traffic counts above 2,000 are collectors within the Village but act as minor arterials
as they leave the Village because these routes connect to other major transportation routes. East
Walnut is a secondary collector with counts between 1,150 and 1,650. The highest traffic count on local
streets occurs at the western edge of the Village on Race Street which provides access to the Junior High
School, Teutopolis Park and local industry.

Figure 24. Functional Street Classification

Serve longer intra-urban trips and traffic traveling through urban areas. They

Arterials . . . . C
carry high traffic volumes and provide links to major activity centers
Provide both land access service and traffic circulation within residential
neighborhoods, commercial areas, and industrial areas. These facilities collect
Collectors

traffic from the local streets in residential neighborhoods and channel it onto the
arterial system..

Comprise all facilities not on one of the higher systems. They primarily provide
direct access to land and access to order systems. Local streets offer the lowest
level of mobility and through traffic movements on this system is usually
discouraged. All streets and roads not otherwise classified above.

Local streets
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Figure 25.

Teutopolis Functional Street Classification and Traffic Counts

1700t

0 0125 025 05 0.75 1
O R es— |5

43




Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

TRUCK TRAFFIC

Truck traffic can pose a unique challenge for transportation planning in small towns. While large trucks
are critical for commerce and industry they are also a source of noise, congestion and safety concerns.
Teutopolis has two important sources of truck traffic. The first is the concentration of industry in the
Village that depends on trucks for delivery of inputs and the shipment of finished products. The second
is a natural result of being located in an area dominated by farming which depends on the movement of
bulk commodities from farm to market. The average daily truck traffic counts vary from 300 on the
eastern edge of the Village on Main/US 40 to 500 trucks daily along Main Street west of the intersection
with Pearl Street. The higher concentration of traffic west of Pearl is expected because of the location of
industry. Figure 30 illustrates the location of Type | and Il truck routes in the Village and surrounding
area.

Figure 26. IDOT Designated Class | and Il Truck Routes

\

N

Source: Illinois Department of Transportation

SIDEWALKS

Sidewalks represent a large public and private investment in Village infrastructure. Because
many sidewalks are constructed either by the homeowner or developer the private landowner
has a significant stake in this component of the Village transportation system. Sidewalks
enhance pedestrian safety and help to create a walk able community that encourages physical
activity. Over 60% of all Village streets have a sidewalk (10.9 miles). Sidewalks provide access to
all important points of interest including schools, parks, government offices and the central
business district (Figure 31).
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Figure 27. Teutopolis Sidewalk Map

Three Z Printing 46

L A .w w
\..\.\. g 1
4 . | Wmmmmmxww
= M @rl.-:ﬂx!.. m WEHE _ _ _ e
= 1 e B g
poi s
W 80611 )
& B : i
P o
ooy
. WS k Wiissicaiiinn i.w

1400t

45



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

RAILROAD

Railroad service has been available in Teutopolis for 140 years. CSX is the current owner and operator of
the rail line. The railroad runs parallel to US Highway 40 with four at-grade crossings located at Race,
Columbus, Pearl and Oak Streets. The Pearl grade crossing is by far the busiest with an average daily
traffic count of 2,500 vehicles. A rail siding serving Siemer Milling is located between Columbus and
Pearl Streets. Although rail access is an economic development asset there are public safety concerns
with at grade crossings.

TRANSPORTATION SURVEY RESULTS

Village residents responding to the comprehensive plan survey identified streets and sidewalks as the
second most important infrastructure concern. There was a moderate level of concern about streets and
sidewalks with 31% indicating they were dissatisfied with streets and 28% with sidewalks (Figure 32).

Figure 28. Satisfaction with Streets and Sidewalks

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied

Condition of streets 7.9% 60.7% 23.8% 7.5%

Condition of sidewalks 9.7% 62.7% 21.6% 5.9%

In open-ended questions streets and sidewalks were second only to water related issues with over 100
comments specifically mentioning problems or improvements that are needed. A summary of the major
concerns includes:

R/

% Streets
o Maintenance of streets needs to be a priority
o Quality of street repair after sewer and water maintenance/installation should be
improved
o Need a plan for installing curbs and gutters (a little each year)
o Street lighting could be improved in many locations, many people walk after dark
+ Sidewalks
o Increase the number of streets with sidewalks
o Prioritize sidewalk replacement/construction to connect major community facilities
o Promote and support trail development
o Improve snow removal on sidewalks
«»* Truck traffic and parking on Main Street
o Truck parking and routing is a public nuisance and a safety concern

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN WORKSHOP RESULTS

The recommendation for a bicycle and pedestrian plan are more fully set forth in Appendix I:
Recommendations for Teutopolis, lllinois Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, February 17, 2010.
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Xlll. LAND UsE

The evaluation of current and future land use is a cornerstone of any comprehensive plan. This planning
element should serve as a useful guide for future development-related issues. The future land use plan
was created with the recognition that there are very few easy land use decisions and there are many
uncertainties about future pressures for land resources. Care has been taken in researching public input,
land use trends, and policy options to guide development. A guiding proverb for how the Village should
consider land use decisions could be “Treat the earth well. It was not given to you by your parents. It
was loaned to you by your children.”

CURRENT CONDITIONS

Teutopolis community leaders have a long history of making intelligent land use decisions and using
zoning and other management tools appropriately. The Village has adopted and implemented the
following land use controls by ordinance: building permits, building codes, zoning and subdivision
regulations. The zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations were updated in 2008. The Teutopolis
Zoning Board of Appeals meets when necessary to resolve zoning disputes. Because Effingham County
does not have a zoning ordinance the Village can exercise zoning and subdivision authority in the 1.5
mile buffer surrounding the Village. An agreement with Effingham City created a line of demarcation for
zoning purposes that follows the 1600™ Street right of way on the western border of the Village. The
zoning district map is displayed in Figure 34.

Figure 29. Land Area in Zoning Districts

Zoning District Area (acres) % of Total
R-1 Single Family Residential 597.4 57.5%
R-2 Two Family Residential 31.4 3.0%
R-3 Multi-Family Residential 8.6 0.8%
R-4 Attached Single Family Residential 1.9 0.2%
B-1 Light Commercial 14.2 1.4%
B-2 General Commercial 83.2 8.0%
M Industrial 302.6 29.1%
Total 1,039.3 100.0%

The incorporated area of the Village is 1, 039 acres (1.62 square miles). Single family residential housing
is the dominant land use with 597 acres or 57.5 percent of the total but over 20 percent of the R-1
district is undeveloped land. The undeveloped land includes St. Francis Cemetery, the junior high school
and park in the northwest corner of the Village, and the Knights of Columbus facility and park in addition
to undeveloped residential lots. Based on the trend in demand for single family residential housing over
the last ten years the undeveloped residential land currently in or contiguous to the Village should
satisfy demand for at least a five year horizon (2016).
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Higher density residential districts comprise only 42 acres (4.0 percent) of the Village land area with the
R-2 Two Family district making up over three fourths of that area. Approximately ten acres of the area
zoned for high density residential development is undeveloped.

The 303 acres of land in the M Industrial district includes land on the north side of the railroad right of
way between Garrett Street and the westernmost Village boundary and a large tract of land on the
western edge of the Village. Nearly one third of the industrial land is currently undeveloped with most
of that land located in the area bounded by Harvester, Water and Main Streets. This tract is an ideal
location for a planned industrial park.

Commercial development dominates the US40/Main Street corridor from St. Francis Township Road on
the east to Race Street on the west extending one-half block off of the roadway on both sides. A small
area zoned B-1 Light Commercial is located between St. Francis Township Road and John Street. The
remainder of the commercial district is zoned B-2 which permits a greater variety of commercial
development in addition to residential use. Unlike residential and industrial districts where there are
undeveloped lots the B-1 and B-2 districts have little or no undeveloped land. Current building
occupancy is high throughout the commercial district.
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Figure 30. Teutopolis Zoning Map
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FUTURE LAND USE

The future land use map on the following page identifies six areas contiguous to the Village and one
within the corporate limits that should be targeted for future development. The analysis of current land
use indicates that the Village is not likely to experience urgent demand for new annexation of land for
residential or industrial development. The focus is on sustainable long term development potential,
growth management and compatibility with existing land use patterns.

Area 1 is within the Village and zoned for industrial use. The undeveloped area of this site offers the
best opportunity for Teutopolis to create a planned industrial park. Planned industrial sites have many
advantages for business recruitment and expansion. The lack of new commercial building sites in the B-1
and B-2 districts could be addressed by creating a commercial frontage on US 40/Main Street. The area
has excellent transportation and infrastructure access.

Area 2 is approximately 153 acres with 30 acres of woodland. The area has the lowest development
potential at this time. The site has limited transportation access because of the railroad right of way on
the north boundary and providing utility services would be expensive.

Area 3 is designated as a residential infill area because it is located between existing residential uses and
has superior access to transportation and utility systems. The area is approximately 154 acres with level
topography.

Area 4 has long term industrial and commercial development potential. Currently there are other sites
that could be developed for these uses at lower cost. Although utility access is good roads are not rated
for heavy truck use.

Area 5 has excellent commercial and industrial development potential. The sites are on a major arterial
and have good access to utility services. This 20 acre area is bounded by rail on the south boundary and
is contiguous with land zoned for industrial and commercial use.

Area 6 is designated as a residential development site with potential commercial development potential
on the US 40/Main Street frontage. This development scenario is consistent with the adjoining land use
and could provide one of the best opportunities for the Village to add commercial development

property.
Area 7 is an extraterritorial area that has developed as a large lot rural residential district and includes

part of the flood plain of Salt Creek. The Village should continue to exercise control over subdivision of
land and prohibit development in the flood plain.
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XIV. UTILITIES, COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Communities rely on schools, park districts, utility providers, and public safety departments to
provide services that the community needs to function properly. In many cases, these public
services are provided by private agencies. Future growth and expansion rely on the availability,
capacity, and condition of utilities such as water, sewer, and electricity. The future extension
and improvement of these services enhances a city's ability to market key properties and
thereby attract commercial and industrial development to bolster its economy.

In particular, public safety, schools and parks, are key measures by which residents judge their
community, the performance of its leadership, and the value of their tax burden. Community
facilities are also a major factor in the choice of a place to live or locate a business. Every year
throughout the U.S., the general public “raises the bar” regarding the standards desired of their
community facilities.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES SURVEY RESULTS

Several questions addressed resident’s satisfaction with community infrastructure like roads and
utility systems as well as essential public services like fire and police protection. These are often
the foundation upon which healthy sustainable communities are built. In particular, a feeling of
safety and security are essential ingredients for community development and growth. Overall
results from the survey indicate that Teutopolis residents are satisfied with most community
services and infrastructure.

Figure 31. Ranking of Community Infrastructure and Services by the Percent Dissatisfied

Very Satisfied  Dissatisfied Very Total Total
satisfied dissatisfied Satisfied  Dissatisfied

Storm water drainage 2.3% 45.8% 34.1% 17.8% 48% 52%
Sewer quality and service 2.9% 50.2% 23.0% 23.9% 53% 47%
Cable TV 7.2% 52.9% 28.8% 11.1% 60% 40%
Drinking water quality and service 8.4% 52.3% 20.9% 18.4% 61% 39%
Leadership of the Village provided by 6.2% 67.8% 19.4% 6.6% 74% 26%
the Village Board and President
Telephone 9.2% 65.5% 18.5% 6.7% 75% 25%
Internet access 9.8% 70.2% 13.7% 6.3% 80% 20%
Law enforcement 15.2% 67.5% 14.3% 3.0% 83% 17%
Responsiveness of city employees 18.5% 69.2% 10.4% 1.9% 88% 12%
Ambulance services 12.1% 79.6% 5.1% 3.2% 92% 8%
Electricity 17.6% 77.8% 3.8% 8% 95% 5%
Natural gas 14.0% 82.1% 1.9% 1.9% 96% 4%
Fire protection 53.8% 44.9% .9% A% 99% 1%

Source: Comprehensive Plan Survey 2008
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Protective services include police, fire, ambulance and emergency management. Police
protection is provided by the Village of Teutopolis. The Village employs a full time police chief
who operates out of the Village Hall. Fire protection is provided by the Teutopolis Fire
Protection District, a volunteer fire department with 27 volunteer fire fighters that serves a 55
square mile area that includes Teutopolis. The District headquarters is located in a new facility
constructed in 2009 at 215 West Main Street. Ambulance and emergency medical services are
provided by Altamont Ambulance Service Inc., Effingham City-County Ambulance. The Effingham
County Emergency Management Agency, a division of Effingham County Government,
coordinates emergency response services for hazardous material accidents, severe weather,
manmade emergencies, and natural disasters.

SANITARY SEWER AND WATER SUPPLY

The Village owns and operates the sewer and water systems within the Village. In large part this
infrastructure establishes the framework around which development will continue to occur. The
high cost of sewer and water system maintenance and expansion combined with ever changing
environmental rules and regulations creates a constant challenge for Village officials as they
establish budget priorities for capital improvements.

The sewer system is a significant concern of residents and Village leaders because of backups
into basements and high peak flow levels of influent at the treatment plant during periods of
heavy rainfall. Since 1998 the Village has increased efforts to identify and address infiltration
into the collection system by televising the system to locate potential problems and relining
deep sewer mains. The collection system includes three lift stations. The treatment facility
consists of an oxidation/stabilization lagoon with a rock filter. Treated effluent is released into
First Salt Creek.

Drinking water was identified as one of the most important infrastructure concerns of resident,
39 percent of survey respondents indicated they were dissatisfied with drinking water quality.
The Village uses two sources of water. The first source is three shallow wells the Village owns
and operates. This source provides between 30 and 70 percent of water requirements
depending on demand and well yield. The mineral content of the well water is the cause of
public concern over water quality. The lllinois Environmental Protection Agency has determined
that the Teutopolis Community Water Supply's source water is susceptible to contamination and
recommends well head protection strategies. The second source is bulk water purchased from
the City of Effingham. The treatment facility is operated by the Village and utilizes sand filters,
aeration and chemical injection of chlorine and fluoride. The distribution system includes
approximately 16 miles of water mains of which approximately 60 percent are PVC. The Village
maintains two 150,000 gallon elevated water storage structures. The Village currently maintains
a minimum fire flow capacity of 400 gallons per minute for a minimum of two hours.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Given the increasingly competitive nature of economic development in the region, communities
offering high-quality and easily accessible telecommunication services are in the position to
stand out as the most sought-after places to establish businesses. Assuring that digital
infrastructure is in place and easily accessible is important to both the residents and businesses
of and should be part of the long-term Village plan. Currently cable television and broadband
services are available from Frontier Communications. Cable television was one of the lowest
rated community services in the Comprehensive Plan Survey with 40 percent saying they were
dissatisfied with services. Fiber optic infrastructure is not installed in the Village at this time but
should be a priority for the Village in the future.

ScHoOLS

All facilities of the Teutopolis Community Unit School District 50 are located in the Village. The
irregular District boundaries extend ten miles north into Shelby and Cumberland counties, east
to near Montrose and Dietrich and west to Effingham. The District has a total area of 102 square
miles. Three separate campuses are located in Teutopolis for an elementary, junior high and
high school.

Figure 32. Teutopolis Community Unit School District 50
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The Teutopolis School District’s excellent reputation makes it an important attraction for
potential new residents. In the comprehensive plan survey the schools were identified as the
most important reasons people live in the Village. The vitality of the school and community are
inextricably linked in the minds of many residents.

Overall performance indicators from the lllinois State Board of Education indicate the schools
are easily exceeding the current standards for academic achievement (Figure 20). The composite
percentages of all student scores on standardized tests have remained 10% points or more
above the lllinois average since 2002.

Figure 33. Trends in Composite Test Scores for Teutopolis CUSD 50
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District enrolment trends indicate the school annual head count has been declining since 2000.
This has been the prevailing trend in most rural school districts across the state. The decreasing
enrollment erodes the financial base for the school. Currently the District depends on the state
for nearly 50% of annual funding which is based on head count.

Figure 34. Teutopolis CUSD 50 Enrollment Trends
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Source: lllinois State Board of Education

Overall ratings of seven indicators of the school system are very high. Average satisfaction
ratings (proportions saying they are satisfied or very satisfied with don’t know responses
eliminated) are above 90%. Satisfaction ratings are highest for the elementary and junior high
schools with nearly 99% saying they are satisfied or very satisfied.

Figure 35. School Survey Results

Very Satisfied Dissatisfied Very Don't

satisfied dissatisfied know
Leadership provided by the 25.3% 59.9% 4.8% 2.4% 7.5%
superintendent and school principals
Condition of school buildings 22.9% 67.2% 3.4% 0.7% 5.8%
Availability of extracurricular 25.3% 61.2% 3.5% 1.0% 9.0%
activities
Safety of students at school 27.7% 62.0% 1.7% 0.0% 8.6%
Quality of high school education 38.0% 46.6% 2.7% 1.0% 11.6%
Quality of elementary education 47.8% 44.4% 1.4% 0.0% 6.5%
Quality of junior high school 46.1% 41.6% 1.0% 0.0% 11.3%
education

PARKS AND RECREATION

The Village park system includes facilities owned and maintained by several organizations
including the Park District, School District and not for profit civic organizations. Working
together these organizations have developed an excellent parks and recreation program used
extensively by Village residents. Over 90 percent of respondents to the Comprehensive Plan
Survey visited a park or recreational event in the last year. The Teutopolis Public Park was by far
the most frequently visited park destination with 57% indicating they visited the park 10 or
more times in the last year. A surprising 34% utilize school facilities for recreation purposes
outside of school sponsored activities. It is likely that the high visitation levels capture many
parents and grandparents who attend youth sports events an important part of the Villages local
culture and history.

Figure 36. Frequency of Visits to Teutopolis Parks

Frequent Occasional Infrequent
(more than 20 (20to 10 (fewer than 10 Never
visits) visits) visits)

Teutopolis Public Park 30.9% 26.5% 37.1% 5.5%
Public school faulltle? (.o_ut5|de of 12.8% 21.5% 48.1% 17.6%
school sponsored activities)
Mini-Park behind the Church 10.6% 21.8% 50.9% 16.7%
Knights of Columbus Park 6.5% 19.5% 51.7% 22.3%
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An overall level of satisfaction with park facilities and programs is very high except for the

availability of recreational programs for adults. Over 95 percent of persons who visited a park in
the last year said they were satisfied with facilities and maintenance. Recreational programs for
youth were rated somewhat lower but over 90 percent still rated their experience as satisfied or

very satisfied.

Figure 37. Satisfaction with Parks and Recreation Facilities and Programs

Very Satisfied Dissatisfied Very Don't

satisfied dissatisfied know

Recreational programs for 5.5% 43.3% 13.5% 1.4% 36.3%
adults

Recreation programs for youth 17.9% 60.0% 4.1% 0.0% 17.9%

Recreational facilities at parks 23.2% 68.3% 2.4% 0.0% 6.1%

Park maintenance 31.2% 61.6% 2.4% 0.0% 4.8%

Respondents to the survey were asked to provide ideas for improving park programs and
facilities. The list below summarizes the hundreds of suggestions survey respondents submitted.

Figure 38. Ideas for Improving Parks and Recreation

1. Adult recreation programs are needed
a. Adult vs. student games (soccer, softball)
b. Basketball recreation league
c. Trap houses
d. Something for senior citizens
2. More winter recreation programs

3. Access to indoor facilities like the school gym

4. Trails
a. Biking, walking, multiuse
b. Connect park to other places in and out of the
Village
¢. Mark distances on existing paths
5. Landscaping and tree planting
6. Tennis facilities maintenance
7. Lighting (ball fields, tennis, park paths)

8. Disk golf
9. Youth skill training for major sports

10.

a.

b.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
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Playground equipment
Maintenance of existing, especially swings
More equipment

Golf

Girls softball
Increased collaboration with school and youth groups (Boy
Scouts, 4H,

Car show, swap meet

Expand the park (15 acres adjoining Jr. High)
Community fun night

Swimming pool

Drinking fountains

Scoreboards that work
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Attachment A

Public Participation Results
e Community Survey
e Public Meeting Summary

Prepared by University of lllinois Extension
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Comments from the October 22, 2008 Public Meeting

Economic Development and Housing

1. Teutopolis has a remarkable number of businesses and jobs for a small town. Nearly all are
locally owned and operated. What do you think needs to be done in the future to preserve the
existing economic base?

- 0 o 0 T o

m.

Talk to businesses to see what they need/how they can grow

Adequate infrastructure

Support by residents/community (buy local—not Effingham, etc.)

Evaluate why people leave Teutopolis to shop (pharmacy, etc.)

People want things now, they don’t want to have to wait for it to be ordered

Look at ways small businesses can collaborate to offer benefits to employees, i.e., health
care, etc.

Business association (like a Chamber) to promote businesses and community

Try to attract younger generation (mentoring of youth about what is here and what the
opportunities are if they stay in T-town)

Keep the elderly in the community

Don’t give incentives to new businesses without giving incentives to current businesses
Improve infrastructure needs of current businesses

Be proactive—institute a BR&E program

Subcommittee of citizens to focus on this issue

2. Teutopolis is a community of entrepreneurs. What can be done in the future to encourage and
support new entrepreneurs to start businesses in the Village?

f.
g.

Teach entrepreneurship in the school—help instill pride; can be (is being?) done through
4-H, Scouts, etc.

Market the community as a place to patronize

Educate young people on setting the right priorities—make their passion into a career,
i.e., hunting can lead to opening a business that caters to others who like to hunt

The High School needs to allow Teutopolis students to participate in the county-wide
entrepreneurial program that all of the other county high schools are participating in.
It’s hard to find a place to start a business in Teutopolis—need to create a list of
available ground and have a designated person that perspective businesses can talk to
about it

Have a folder available with what Teutopolis has available for new businesses

Keep website current

3. Over 50% of survey responders indicated that providing incentives to businesses was a high or
very high priority. What types of incentives do you think would be useful for businesses and
supported by residents?

® oo T oo

Revolving loan fund—inform people how to access it and that it exists
Designate a central location for complimentary businesses

Try to get options on land (the community is currently landlocked)
Explore TIF, enterprise zone

Do businesses refer customers to other businesses in town?
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Develop industrial park
Be very cautious about TIFs

Require an agreement from businesses about staying in town even after their incentives
have expired

Present positive points about the community to perspective businesses, i.e., safety,
cleanliness, good schools, etc.

Keep website current

Start by mentoring the young people on opportunities to start businesses and work in T-
town

4. If Teutopolis was going to try and attract new businesses to the Village what types of businesses
do you think should be targeted?

a.

o oo T

j
k.
l.

m.
n.

Pharmacy
Assisted living
“Mini” Bass Pro Shop
Archery Shop
Fitness Center/Gym
Theater (a place that could show movies, but also could be a venue for High School
plays)
i. (These last two mentioned brought up the point that the schools are already so
busy with activities that they aren’t available for other types of community

uses so there is a need for a place where people can go to exercise and a place
where community events, like adult recreation type things, could occur.)

High tech

Environmentally friendly

Good-paying jobs

Assisted living facility

More retail for additional sales tax

Maintain the historic architecture of the buildings/downtown
Pharmacy

Ice cream shop

5. What types of new businesses should be avoided?

S 0o 00 T

Adult store

Another liquor store
Garbage dump

Prison

Environmentally unfriendly
Noisy

Low-paying jobs

Arcade

6. Where new business development should be encouraged? What investment in facilities and
infrastructure will be needed in the future to develop these areas?

a.
b.

East of town (for both business and residential)

South of town would be a problem because of drainage and sewer—would require a lift
station

i. Allinfrastructure would be needed in both of the above locations
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c. East of town (would be closer to interstate)
d. South
i. Infrastructure would be needed for both of these places

7. Are there any land use conflicts between businesses and other uses like residential and
institutional land use like parks schools? What needs to be done to minimize negative impacts?

a. Industrial areas
b. Auto body shop
c. Noise from bars
d. Dust, dirt and noise from trucking company
e. To minimize negative impacts:

i. Build parking lot on property to keep trucks off the streets

ii. Create buffer zones for trucking company

iii. Look at changing the noise ordinance to a lower decibel level
f.  Trucking company—using street as driveway

i. Plant trees or build 10 foot fence to buffer, tear out the sidewalk there because
it’s dangerous, buy him out

8. If you were creating a housing policy for Teutopolis what do you think would be the most
important guidelines for that policy?

a. Create designated areas for specific types of housing i.e., mobile homes, modular
homes, apartments, etc.

Community Appearance, Parks and Recreation, Downtown

1. Overall Appearance
a. Some of the homes are below par
i. Yards
ii. too many things laying in the yards, ought to be a limit
b. Cars with a license cannot be removed but those without can if left too long
c. Ordinances what can be done?
i. enforcement of existing ordinances

ii. Teutopolis currently sends a letter to those who don’t mow, then have the yard
mowed and send a bill to the owner

iii. Thereis a weed height limit in the ordinance
iv. Residential entrance used for commercial vehicles, damages the sidewalk

v. Ordinance regarding the parking location of larger RVs, i.e. not in the front yard
or in the street.

d. Historic buildings being torn down
i. Some resources might be...
=  National Trail Association
=  Historical Society
=  The Monastery Museum
=  Forming a preservation commission in Teutopolis
= Tie preservation to business — village could take the lead
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ii. There is a list of 50 historic homes and buildings, including old businesses and
barns.

iii. Recognition should be given for preservation efforts to encourage more.

2. Parks
a. Need lights in the new park at the junior high school for the ball field
i. Grants are being pursued
ii. A storage building is also wanted
b. Soccer programs are increasing
c. Volleyball is starting

d. Park district is trying to begin program for seniors and adults, but lack facilities,
especially in the winter time. Increased activities for youth are creating competition for
indoor space.

i. A specific need is more indoor recreation space for adults
e. Atoddler park
f.  Good relationship with Unit 50, the Church and K.C. Hall
g. Create a Pedestrian/Bike plan, work with TREC program

3. Downtown Improvement
a. Bury the electric lines

i. Work with the power company
Christmas decorations — uniform up and down the street, business involvement.
More sidewalk improvement
Brick sidewalks like in Dietrich
Lamp Posts
Flower Planters
TIF district for improvements to downtown.

S @ o a0 T

Benches to sit on
Bands in the bars are too loud

i. Cigarette butts, beer bottles, etc.
ii. bar owners should be responsible for clean-up in the downtown
j.  Define parking on the shoulders as suggested in the Community SWAP, with striping

k. Beautification committee could be formed to work on flower pots etc. for the
downtown.

I.  Paint for some commercial and residential buildings
m. Revolving loan fund focused just on the downtown area.

Infrastructure

1. Drainage and storm water management
a. Storm water entering the septic sewer system is creating the sewer backup problems.

b. The problem is somewhat isolated to residential housing at lower elevations near the
treatment plant.

c. There may be several ways water is entering the septic system
i. Down spouts routed into the septic sewer system
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ii. Sump pumps routed into the sewer
iii. Leaksin the system

d. A door to door survey will be performed to identify to what extent the households are
contributing to the problem.

e. The Village has, and will continue to, install liners in existing sewers to prevent
infiltration

f.  Drainage plans are needed for new development to prevent new problems

g. Ditches should be cleaned and problems with natural drainage and waterways fixed to
promote rapid runoff of storm water

2. Drinking water

a. The Village drinking water is safe and the Village has not had persistent problems
meeting lllinois EPA water quality standards.

b. The Village uses water from two sources
i. Village owned wells
1. Inexpensive
2. Very hard
3. Inadequate as a single source of supply
ii. Effingham/Lake Sara
1. Surface water is better quality

2. The water price set by Effingham is beyond Village control and many
residents are concerned that Effingham will continue to increase rates.

c. Water is blended but quality at the tap is influenced by proximity to the east side water
tower which is closer to the well water source.

d. The Village is studying the cost and efficacy of installing water softening equipment at
the water treatment plant but it will not completely solve the problem with hard water.

e. Isawater conservation plan needed?

f. The Village needs to improve communication with residents about water supply and
quality issues.

g. Other water supply options are being examined but there is no realistic short term
alternative to the current sources of drinking water.

3. Streets and sidewalks
a. Expand sidewalk snow removal
b. Need a sidewalk plan (must recognize funding limitations)

c.  Morning (rush hour) traffic is a problem that could be fixed with a police officer
directing traffic between 7:30 and 8 am.

d. Try to avoid making cuts for infrastructure. Use boring equipment to avoid disruption of
streets, sidewalks, etc.
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VILLAGE OF TEUTOPOLIS

106 West Main Street
P.O.Box 776
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-857-3543

217-857-3814 (fax)

July 30, 2008
Comprehensive

Plan Committee

Tom Zerrusen
Jim Hakman
Greg Hess
Dennis Borries
Jackie Witges
Anita Broom
Bob Goldstein
Dave Tegeler
Dan Niemerg
Phil Hartke
Ron Probst

Joe Esker

To all Teutopolis Area Residents:
WE NEED YOUR OPINIONS AND IDEAS!

Attached you will find a copy of the Teutopolis Community
Survey. The survey asks your opinion about important issues
including current Village services and future developments.
Please take the time to fill out this survey. It will only take
about ten minutes to complete. All responses are
anonymous and confidential. Do not sign your name!

This survey is part of a study to look at the future
development of the Teutopolis area. The questions were
selected by a committee of Teutopolis residents with support
from the Village Board. University of lllinois Extension is
providing technical support and will tabulate the results of the
survey. In the fall the survey results will be made public at a
community town hall meeting.

We value your opinion and hope you will take the time to
fill out your survey. One survey is being delivered to each
household. If there is more than one adult in your home, you
can get additional copies at the Teutopolis Village Hall or take
the survey online by clicking on the Community Survey link at
www.teutopolis.com.

When your survey is completed, please put it in the postage
paid envelope and drop it in the mail today. We will continue to
process surveys mailed before August 20.

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Will, Village
Clerk, at 857-3543.
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1. Please select your level of satisfaction with the following community services and facilities in

Teutopolis. If you live in an area outside the Village please just check ‘Don’t Know’ for
services you do not receive.

Very Very

Don'’t

Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied  Know
a.  Fire protection........ccoeeveeeveeeeeesseerseenen, I I Os. O, Os
b. Law enforcement.........cccoooeeeeverueerevceseeenennnn. I I O Os..e Oa. Os
c. Condition of streets.......c..cccocvveueerrvcrrerernnnn, O, I O Os..e Oa. Os
d. Condition of sidewalks......c..ccccocrvrrrrnrerrrennn. I o I OO Oa. Os
e.  Ambulance Services.........coomveeerreereerereruennn. O, I O Os..e Oa. Os
f.  Sewer quality and service.........ccccoeveverernnncn. I I Os. O, Os
g Natural gas......cccooeeeveeeerereeeeeeee e, I o Os..e Oa. Os
h.  EI@CHIICItY . ovucveceecieeieieeieeceereeeeee s I o Os..e Oa. Os
i CabIE TV s O O I OO Oae. Os
jo Telephone ... I o I OO Oa. Os
K. INtErNet aCCeSS ......ovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesieninns O I Oz O Os
. Drinking water quality and service ................ I o I OO Oa Os
m. Leadership of the Village provided by

the Village Board and President...................... I o I OO Oa Os
n. Enforcement of zoning ordinances................ I T | 2 I T Oa. Os
0. Storm water drainage ...........cccocoveuerrrerrrrrernnn. I o Os. Oa Os
p. Responsiveness of city employees................. I o I OO Oa Os
g. Overall appearance of the community.......... I T | 2 I T Oa. Os
2. Are there new services, or improvements to existing services, that you think should be
provided by the Village?
1.
2.
3.
3. Please rate the following characteristics of the Teutopolis School System.
Very Very
Don’t

Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied __Dissatisfied  Know
a. Quality of elementary education.................... I T I 2 I T Oa. Os
b. Quality of junior high school education ......... O o Os.. Oa. Os
¢. Quality of high school education..................... I T I 2 I T Oa. Os
d. Leadership provided by the superintendent

and school principals’........ccoceveeevereeeeenenne I T I 2 I T Oa. Os

e. Condition of school buildings...........cccccce..... I I Os.. O Os
f.  Availability of extracurricular activities.......... I T Oz, | T Oa. Os
g. Safety of students at school ..........ccccovuuenn... I I Os.. O Os

4. We are interested in any ideas you have for improving the schools.
1.

2.

3.
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5. How often have you (or other members of your household) visited or used any of the
following recreation/park facilities for personal or family recreational purposes in the last

9. What types of new businesses would you like to see located in Teutopolis? We are

especially interested in businesses that you would be very likely to support.
1.

year?
Frequent Occasional Infrequent Never
(More than 20 visits) (20 to 10 visits) (Fewer than 10 visits)
a. Teutopolis Public Park..........cccoceevveuerrrerrnnne I T I O O3, Ca
b. Public school facilities (outside of school
sponsored activities) .........cccoeeeeeueerrerrnnnnnn. I T I O O3, Ca
c.  Knights of Columbus Park........cccccceevvvvunnnee. Ot I Oz Ca
Mini-Park behind the Church........................ CI s I O O3, Ca
6. We would like your opinion about parks and recreation services and facilities. Please circle
your level of satisfaction with each of the following.
Very Very Don’t
Satisfied Satisfied _ Dissatisfied _ Dissatisfied Know
a. Park maintenance........cccoceeeeueerennnn, I I Oz Oaee, Os
b. Recreational facilities at parks............. I Oo I T Oae, s
c. Recreation programs for youth ........... I Ca I T Oa Cs
d. Recreational programs for adults........ I I 2 I T g Cs
7. We are interested in any ideas you have for improving parks, facilities, or recreation
programs?
1.
2.
3.
8. Please identify the relative priority for the following economic development programs in
Teutopolis.
Priority
Very Very Don't
High __High Medium Low Low Know
a. Supporting and expanding existing businesses................. Oi........ O, Os............. Oa....Os....
b. Improving the appearance of the retail business district (I1......... I Os............. Oa.....Os....
c. Attracting new manufacturing businesses............c........... Oi........ O, Os............. Oa....Os....
d. Promoting new residential development ...........cccoocuu..... Oi........ O, Os............. Oa.....Os....
e. Providing incentives to attract new businesses................ Oi.... I SO Os............. Oa.....Os.....
f.  Providing support/incentives for local entrepreneurs
who are willing to start a business in Teutopolis.............. Oi........ O, Os............. Oa.....Os....
g. Creating a new business/industrial park..........ccccoeeeen.... Oi......... O, Os............. Oa......Os....

2.

3.
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10. To what extent do you think the following housing issues are a problem in Teutopolis.

Not a A Slight A Moderate A Serious Don't
Problem Problem Problem Problem Know
a. Overall appearance of housing in Teutopolis......... I o O3, Oa. Os
b. Quality of affordable housing for purchase........... I . [ I I Oa. Os
c. Availability of affordable housing for purchase...[1 ................. o O3, Oa. Os
d. Quality of affordable rental housing.........cc.c......... I . o O3, Oa. Os
e. Availability of affordable rental housing................ I . [ I I Oa. Os
f.  Availability of assisted living and long term care..[J1 ................ o O3, Oa. Os
11. Which of the following were important reasons to you for originally locating or acquiring
property in the Teutopolis area?
Very Somewhat Not
Important Important Important Important
a. |have lived here all my life.......cccccoevererrennee. I I O3 Ca
b. Near employment.......ccccooiveveiresersesennes I T I 2 I Cla
c. Reasonable cost of iVING .......cccceevveveervcrerrennn. I Oaee. O3 Ca
d. Quality of SChOOIS........ccoevurereercrrreereeee e I Oae, O3 Ca
e.  LOW CriMe rate. ..o O, I S I Ca
£ ChUMCRES .o, Ot Oaee. O3 Ca
g.  Uncongested rural area.........cccocveeveeeeveeennnn. I T I 2 I Cla
h.  LOWET taXES .uoveeeeereeeeeeereeeesereeee s snenes Ot Oae, O3 Ca
i. Tobenearfamily ....cocooveevviervereeeereereenn. I I O3 Ca
j.  Affordable houSiNg .......ccccccooviveiveeeneeeen, I T I 2 I Cla
12. What do you think are Teutopolis’s most urgent problems at this time?
1.
2.
3.
13. What do you like most about Teutopolis? Please think about those aspects of the community that
need to be preserved and enhanced.
1.
2.
3.
14. Here are some statements about Teutopolis. Please indicate how you feel about each
statement by circling the number that matches your opinion.
Strongly Strongly Don't
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Know
| am satisfied with things as they are .......cccccccevvueereeee. I o O3 I Os
The future of Teutopolis looks bright .........c.cccecveeuenn... Oi1.......... Oa............ Oz, Oa. Os
Citizens of Teutopolis have a positive attitude
toward supporting new business development........... Oi1.......... Oa............ Oz, Oa. Os
d. The Village should provide incentives to
attract and nurture new businesses ............c.coo.veuenne. I o O3 Oa. Os
e. Teutopolis should be more aggressive about annexing
[and iN OFder t0 BrOW........ooeveieeeeeeeeseeseeeeese e O1...... Co............ O3 Oa. Os
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15. Below is a list of services that generally require money for improvement, maintenance,

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

and/or construction. Would you be willing to pay more taxes or special fees if you knew
that money would be spent in your community for that particular reason?

Need More
Yes No Information
a. Toimprove streets and roads ..........ccoceceeveeeeereeiieeeieeeeeeeee e
b. To upgrade criminal justice and law enforcement system
c. To support economic development.........ccoceeiiieieieecieiceereeceeee.
d. Toimprove sewer and water infrastructure...........c.ccocecevveveevrienennenn.
e. To make improvements to the park.......ccccceeoevnnnnciiinnnicene,
f.  Toimprove the sChools .........c.ccoeiieiiieiccee e
Do you own or rent your residence?  [J1 own [J2 Rent
Please indicate your gender: 1 male 2 Female
Did you attend school in Teutopolis?  [J1 Yes 2 No

What year were you born?

Please indicate the number of people currently living in your household, including yourself.

How many children under 18 years of age live in your home?

How long have you been a resident of the Teutopolis area? years

Please add any additional comments or suggestions for community improvement.

Thank You! Please mail the survey today.
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Comprehensive Plan Survey Summary of Responses to Open-ended Questions

Municipal Services
1. Water quality
a. Hardness and other complaints about taste and appearance
2.  Water supply
a. Need to be independent of Effingham
b. Cost
3. Sewer
a. Backup into basements
b. Treatment system capacity
4. Drainage
a. Standing water in ditches
b. Infiltration in septic sewer
c. Maintenance of ditches

a. Maintenance
b. Quality of repair after sewer and water maintenance/installation
c. Plan for installing curbs and gutters (a little each year)
6. Sidewalks
a. Increase the number of streets with sidewalks
b. Prioritize sidewalk replacement/construction
7. Truck traffic and parking on Main Street
a. Truck parking and routing a public nuisance, safety concerns
8. Enforce ordinances to clean-up poorly maintained private property
9. Economic development
a. Continue to support business development
10. Cable television service
a. Dissatisfaction with existing service, would like alternatives
11. Library
a. Create a District or partner with school or Effingham
12. Lighting
a. Many walk at night, concerned with safety
b. Downtown lighting
c. Back streets
13. Village Board and leadership
14. Police
15. Burning
a. Stop all burning
16. Solid waste management
a. Village establish a landscape/leaf pickup and composting facility
b. A single contract/provider for waste pick-up
17. Animal control (dogs running loose)
18. Energy independence and alternative energy sources
a. Purchase electric system and provide own power
b. Explore opportunity for alternative energy (wind, solar)
19. Allow golf carts on Village streets for licensed drivers

Parks and Recreation

1. Adult recreation programs are needed
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a. Adult vs. student games (soccer, softball)
b. Basketball recreation league
c. Trap houses
d. Something for senior citizens
2. More winter recreation programs
3. Access to indoor facilities
a. Gym, in partnership with school
4. Trails
a. Biking, walking, multiuse
b. Connect park to other places in and out of the Village
c. Mark distances on existing paths
Landscaping and tree planting
Tennis facilities maintenance
Lighting (ball fields, tennis, park paths)
Disk golf
Youth skill training for major sports
10. Playground equipment
a. Maintenance of existing especially swings
b. More equipment
11. Golf
12. Girls softball
13. Increased collaboration with school and youth groups (Boy Scouts, 4H)
14. Car show, swap meet
15. Expand the park (15 acres adjoining Jr. High)
16. Community fun night
17. Swimming pool
18. Drinking fountains
19. Scoreboards that work

W NwU

Business

Restaurant /food service (fast food, family, sandwich, pizza, bakery, coffee shop)
Grocery
Pharmacy
Ice cream parlor
Manufacturing industry (nonpolluting, living wage)
Dollar store
Sporting goods (outdoor recreation/hunting)
Day care
Antique, specialty stores
. Home and garden
. Laundry, dry cleaner
. Health care/medical
. Senior citizen center
. Fitness/recreation center
. High technology
. Clothing store
. Quick lube
. Auto dealer
. No more alcohol sales businesses

LooNOU R WNR

e e e T ol el
OCooONOOUD WNERO
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Problems
1. Sewer
2.  Water quality
3. Drainage
4. Streets
5. Sidewalks
6. Taxes
7. Political leadership
8. Community appearance (A few residential properties need to be cleaned up)
9. Underage drinking
10. Losing site of what make Teutopolis such a great place to live
11. Animal control
12. Burning
13. Long term care, elder housing
Like Most
1. Good people/neighbors
2. Pride
3. Friendly
4. Family values
5. Supportive, caring
6. Sense of community
7. Heritage, history
8. Small town
9. Clean, appearance
10. Safe
11. Church
12. School
13. Parks
14. Businesses, local economy good for a small town
School
1. Improve communication with the District residents
a. Better website
2. Emphasize academic excellence
a. Small class size
b. Excellent teachers
c. High standards
3. Need high quality leadership from administrators and the Board of Education
a. Need
4. Maintain and improve facilities
a. New gymnasium, multipurpose facility
b. Parking at high school
¢. Maintenance Tennis courts
d. Grade school appearance and maintenance
5. Responsible fiscal management

a. Focus financial resources on quality of education first
b. Provide the highest value possible to the tax payer
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6.

10.

Emphasize character education and student management

a.

b.

c.
Improve

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.
Safety sh

a.

b.

Substance abuse and alcohol policy
Bullying prevention

Equal treatment for all students
and expand curriculum

Fine arts programs

Agriculture

Entrepreneurship

Economics

Science and technology (especially alternative energy)
ould be a priority

Keep buildings locked

Develop safe routes to school

Expand extracurricular activities and encourage student participation

Promote

service learning programs that engage students in community projects
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TEUTOPOLIS COMMUNITY SURVEY

SUMMARY TABLES

The following tables summarize the results of the survey in easy to interpret tables of frequencies. The responses in each table have
been sorted by the “Mean Score” which is the average response. For most of the tables the sorting places the biggest concern,
highest priority, or issue with the highest level of dissatisfaction at the top. The original question is substituted as a title for the table
so you can backward link the responses with the questionnaire.
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Please select your level of satisfaction with the following community services and facilities in Teutopolis. If you live in an area outside

the Village please just check ‘Don’t Know’ for services you do not receive.

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied Don't know Mean

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % Score
Sewer quality and service 7 2.4% 113 38.8% 53 18.2% 52 17.9% 66 22.7% 2.67
Storm water drainage 7 2.4% 108 37.1% 81 27.8% 41 14.1% 54 18.6% 2.66
Cable TV 16 5.5% 117 40.1% 67 22.9% 29 9.9% 63 21.6% 2.48
Drinking water quality and 28 9.6% 147 50.3% 56 19.2% 44 151% 17 58% 242
service
Condition of streets 23 7.9% 176 60.7% 63 21.7% 23 7.9% 5 1.7% 2.30
Enforcement of zoning 15 5.2% 149 51.4% 46 15.9% 16 5.5% 64 22.1% 2.28
ordinances
Leadership of the Village
provided by the Village Board 18 6.1% 175 59.7% 49 16.7% 18 6.1% 33 11.3% 2.26
and President
Condition of sidewalks 26 8.9% 185 63.6% 54 18.6% 16 5.5% 10 3.4% 2.21
Telephone 28 9.5% 183 62.0% 49 16.6% 16 5.4% 19 6.4% 2.19
Internet access 24 8.3% 160 55.6% 36 12.5% 15 5.2% 53 18.4% 2.18
Law enforcement 40 13.8% 181 62.6% 42 14.5% 10 3.5% 16 5.5% 2.08
Ambulance services 22 8.3% 149 56.0% 13 4.9% 6 2.3% 76 28.6% 2.02
Responsiveness of city 44 15.3% 165 57.3% 25 8.7% 4 1.4% 50 17.4%  1.95
employees
Natural gas 33 11.3% 181 62.0% 8 2.7% 5 1.7% 65 22.3% 1.93
Electricity 48 16.3% 202 68.5% 16 5.4% 4 1.4% 25 8.5% 1.91
Overall appearance of the 69 23.7% 200 68.7% 19 6.5% 1 3% 2 7% 1.83
community
Fire protection 148 50.7% 125 42.8% 3 1.0% 1 3% 15 5.1% 1.48

74



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

Please rate the following characteristics of the Teutopolis School System.

Leadership provided by the
superintendent and school
principals

Condition of school buildings

Availability of extracurricular
activities

Safety of students at school

Quiality of high school
education

Quality of elementary
education

Quality of junior high school
education

Very satisfied

Count %
74 25.3%
67 22.9%
73 25.3%
81 27.7%
111 38.0%
140 47.8%
135 46.1%

Satisfied
Count %
175 59.9%
197 67.2%
177 61.2%
181 62.0%
136 46.6%
130 44.4%
122 41.6%

Dissatisfied
Count %
14 4.8%
10 3.4%
10 3.5%
5 1.7%
8 2.7%
4 1.4%
3 1.0%

75

Very dissatisfied
Count %
7 2.4%
2 A%
3 1.0%
.0%
3 1.0%
.0%
.0%

Don't know
Count %
22 7.5%
17 5.8%
26 9.0%
25 8.6%
34 11.6%
19 6.5%
33 11.3%

Mean

Score

1.83

1.81

1.78

1.72

1.62

1.50

1.49
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How often have you (or other members of your household) visited or used any of the following recreation/park facilities for personal
or family recreational purposes in the last year?

Frequent (more Occasional (20 to 10 Infrequent (fewer than 10 Never Mean
than 20 visits) Visits) Visits)
Count % Count % Count % Count % Score

Teutopolis Public Park 90 30.9% 77 26.5% 108 37.1% 16 5.5% 2.17
Public school facilities (outside of 37 12.8% 62 21.5% 139 48.1% 51 17.6% 2.71
school sponsored activities)
Mini-Park behind the Church 31 10.6% 64 21.8% 149 50.9% 49 16.7% 2.74
Knights of Columbus Park 19 6.5% 57 19.5% 151 51.7% 65 22.3% 2.90

We would like your opinion about parks and recreation services and facilities. Please circle your level of satisfaction with each of the
following.

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied Don't know

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %
Recreational 16 5.5% 125 43.3% 39 13.5% 4 1.4% 105 36.3% 2.17
programs for adults
Recreation programs 52 17.9% 174 60.0% 12 4.1% .0% 52 17.9% 1.83
for youth
Recreational facilities 68 23.2% 200 68.3% 7 2.4% .0% 18 6.1% 1.78
at parks
Park maintenance 91 31.2% 180 61.6% 7 2.4% .0% 14 4.8% 1.70

76



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

Please identify the relative priority for the following economic development programs in Teutopolis.

Very high priority High priority Medium priority Low priority Very low priority
Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %
Supporting and expanding
o . 75 26.6% 90 31.9% 83 29.4% 13 4.6% 7 25%
existing businesses
Providing
support/incentives for local
entrepreneurs who are 78 26.9% 88 30.3% 70  24.1% 27 9.3% 11 3.8%
willing to start a business
in Teutopolis
Providing incentives to 61 21.2% 85 29.5% 68  23.6% 43 14.9% 15 5.2%
attract new businesses
Attracting new
. . 64 22.1% 75 25.9% 88 30.3% 31 10.7% 19 6.6%
manufacturing businesses
Improving the appearance
of the retail business 40 13.9% 80 27.9% 124  43.2% 26 9.1% 7 24%
district
Promoting new residential 48 16.7% 69 24.0% 92 31.9% 50 17.4% 15 5.2%
development
Creating a new 36 12.5% 56 19.4% 85  29.4% 68 23.5% 29 10.0%

business/industrial park

77

Don't know
Count %

14 5.0%

16 5.5%

16 5.6%

13 4.5%

10 3.5%

14 4.9%

15 5.2%

Mean

2.21

2.29

251

2.52

2.57

2.69

2.99



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

To what extent do you think the following housing issues are a problem in Teutopolis?

Availability of assisted
living and long term care

Availability of affordable
housing for purchase

Availability of affordable
rental housing

Quality of affordable
rental housing

Quality of affordable
housing for purchase

Overall appearance of
housing in Teutopolis

Count

27

96

81

86

123

153

Not a problem

%

9.6%

34.5%

28.8%

30.6%

44.1%

54.3%

Count

55

93

79

76

88

108

Slight problem

%

19.6%

33.5%

28.1%

27.0%

31.5%

38.3%

Moderate problem

Count

78

74

48

38

38

31

17

%

26.3%

17.3%

13.5%

13.5%

11.1%

6.0%

Count

61

14

12

10

11

Serious problem

%

21.7%

5.0%

4.3%

3.6%

3.9%

4%

Count

Don't know

%
64 22.8%
27 9.7%
71 25.3%
71 25.3%
26 9.3%
3 1.1%

Mean

2.78

1.92

191

1.87

1.72

1.52
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Which of the following were important reasons to you for originally locating or acquiring property in the Teutopolis area?

Very important Important Somewhat important  Not important ~ Mean

Count % Count % Count % Count %
Quality of schools 201 71.5% 59 21.0% 14 5.0% 7 2.5% 1.38
Low crime rate 185 66.8% 75 27.1% 13 4.7% 4 14% 141
Churches 161 57.5% 80 28.6% 24 8.6% 15 5.4% 1.62
Uncongested rural area 103 37.6% 119 43.4% 36 13.1% 16 5.8% 1.87
To be near family 125 44.8% 82 29.4% 37 13.3% 35 12.5% 1.94
Reasonable cost of living 73 26.5% 143 52.0% 41 14.9% 18 6.5% 2.01
Lower taxes 90 34.2% 96 36.5% 56 21.3% 21 8.0% 2.03
Affordable housing 76 28.1% 124  45.9% 46 17.0% 24 8.9% 2.07
Near employment 91 33.3% 110 40.3% 34 12.5% 38 13.9% 2.07
I have lived here all my life 109  40.8% 64 24.0% 38 14.2% 56 21.0% 2.15

79



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

Here are some statements about Teutopolis. Please indicate how you feel about each statement by circling the number that

matches your opinion.

The Village should provide
incentives to attract and nurture
new businesses

The future of Teutopolis looks
bright

Teutopolis should be more
aggressive about annexing land
in order to grow

Citizens of Teutopolis have a
positive attitude toward
supporting new business
development

| am satisfied with things as they
are

Strongly agree

Count

63

34

53

27

25

Agree
% Count %
22.2% 130 45.8%
12.0% 181 63.7%
18.7% 97 34.2%
9.5% 156 54.7%
9.0% 147 52.7%
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Disagree

Count

53

43

68

58

83

%

18.7%

15.1%

23.9%

20.4%

29.7%

Strongly disagree
Count %

10 3.5%

6 2.1%

18 6.3%

12 4.2%

11 3.9%

Don't know
Count %
28 9.9%
20 7.0%
48 16.9%
32 11.2%
13 4.7%

Mean

2.04

2.08

2.22

2.22

2.30
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Below is a list of services that generally require money for improvement, maintenance, and/or construction. Would you be willing to
pay more taxes or special fees if you knew that money would be spent in your community for that particular reason?

Yes No Need more information Mean
Count % Count % Count %

To improve sewer and water 178 62.7% 36 12.7% 70 246%  1.62
infrastructure

To improve the schools 115 40.5% 89 31.3% 80 28.2% 1.88
To improve streets and roads 107 37.9% 78 27.7% 97 34.4% 1.96
To support economic development 99 35.6% 86 30.9% 93 33.5% 1.98
To make improvements to the park 69 24.5% 133 47.2% 80 28.4% 2.04
To upgrade criminal justice and law 47 16.6% 152 53.7% 84 29 7% 213

enforcement system
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Comprehensive Plan Survey - Tabulation of All Responses to Open-ended Questions

INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

16069 E/1470 Ave T-town needs ditch cleaned to let water drain instead of sitting in ditch long periods
Allow golf carts on side streets

wN R

As we have city water and sewer we should have city garbage pickup. One provider for garbage pickup to make our
charges cheaper.

Better lighting on our main street, Route 40. Nice light poles, cast iron type poles. Better lighting on our back streets.
Better police service; speeding on Frontage Road/Green St. is a major problem.

4
5
6. Better sewer on east end of town.
7 Better streets

8 Better water

9 Bike trails

10. Cable TV possibly a different provider

11. City limits should be restricted to annexation of property that they can provide "full service" to within one calendar
year.

12. Clean and clear water

13. Clean out ditch 1600 St. and 1470th Ave.

14. Clean up junky yards.

15. Clean up unkempt lots.

16. Clean up yards and junk in town at certain residences.

17. Concern about water shortage in future.

18. Concerned about the fire department selling the current location and the amount received.
19. Could we bid out trash pickup.

20. Ditch drainage needs improvement

21. Dog catcher.

22. Drinking water quality

23. Enforce existing ordinances regarding motor vehicles

24, Enforce no parking areas. In front of post office so big trucks can make the turn without running other cars off the road.
25. Everything ok

26. Extend services to all residents

27. Extend water/sewer

28. Extend road from Water St. to Evergreen Ave. in Effingham.

29. Find and fix the sewer problem, and if a new homes is being constructed provide them with sewer and water at the
village expense

30. Concerned about law enforcement.
31. Fix drainage and ditches

32. Fix hard water

33. Fix railroad tracks on 1950th St.

34. Fix Roads

35. Fix the sewer system.

36. Free pickup for landscape waste and leaves. Do a neighborhood cleanup and fix-up properties that have old cars and
other junk.

37. Future water resource needs, are they being addressed? Do we have dollars allocated for a new sewer treatment plant?

38. Golf carts allowed on city streets

39. Golf carts on roadways

40. Hard water

41. Help for new business start-ups.

42. Help for new business.
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43.
44,

45,
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

63.
64.
65.
66.

67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.

High speed wireless internet

| am concerned about our water. When | use water for my coffee pot it gets a very oily film on top. When | use Culligan
water | have none. Why?

| believe the town should have residences clean up junk in their yards when it is excessive.
I do not like the way that the town dug out the ditches on each side of the culverts.

I live outside city limits and satisfied with services.

| would like to see a multi-use trail supported and implemented.

I would like to see golf carts be legal on the back streets and non state roads around Teutopolis. Golf carts must have
lights. Driver has to have driver license and go no faster than 30 mph.

If feasible ambulance service and EMT's in fire department.

If the taxpayer lives in city limits, they should receive all benefits or pay fewer taxes.
Improve quality of water

Improve road to grade school and out to Rt. 33

Improve water quality

Improved overall drainage and better sewer mains needed especially east side of town.
Improved water quality

Improvement of police officer personnel

Improvement of sewer drainage

Improvements to storm water drainage into sanitary

Investigate cable possibilities

K & N needs sewer service

Law enforcement should not drive to Effingham and could ride bikes around town in the wee hours of the morning
especially on weekdays to save gas.

Lawn Clipping/Leaf Disposal
Library with computer access. With school or Effingham?
Lighting on streets running north and south

Main street and back streets could use more lighting for night walking since there are a lot of people who walk late
because of work schedules.

Monopoly on cable service

more outreach done by the board members

Need additional sources of water.

Need annual street improvement program other than oil and chip
Need better storm water drainage.

Need new water source -- Effingham are crooks

Need our own water supply

Need real cement streets, sewer system, storm drainage and sidewalks
Need to have sidewalks in all parts of town.

Need water to be softened

Neighborhoods without sewer, gas, cable, but pay taxes to be in city limits.
New sewer system

No open burning, both company and residential.

Off road vehicles are on roads in rural areas.

Offering more than one choice for phone and internet.

Place to put landscape waste

Plan for installing curbs and gutters a little each year.

Prevent sewer backups

Purchase electric system and provide own power similar to Altamont.
Put on media when flushing hydrants

Quality of water needs to be improved.

Real streets
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130.
131.
132.
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134.

135.

Really need to do something about the hard water.
Recycling program

Redo all sewers over the next 20 years.

Removal of snow from all sidewalks, not just some.

Repair sidewalk on Pearl St. between Main and Walnut.
Repair the streets the way they were before sewer repairs.
Road improvements.

Roads and sidewalks on the south side of town.

Roads in very poor shape.

Satisfied with water services but water is hard.

Senior citizen housing

Sewer

Sewer down Wooden Shoe Rd.

Sewer needs improvement

Sewer needs to be fixed.

Sewer problem, can't add businesses or subdivisions.
Sewer service on southwest side

Sewer should be available throughout the complete town
Sewer system

Should have looked into your own water supply a long time ago.
Sidewalk on Race St. many walkers there

Sidewalk repair

Small public library

Some sidewalks need added or improved

Standing water in ditches....breeding place for insects, allergy problems etc
Storm drainage needs cleaned out or re-laid

Storm sewer for water run-off

Street condition is poor. Continue the asphalt program.
Streets

Streets need smoothing over, specifically walnut and Race.

Tell the residences at the southeast corner of John and Walnut and Campbell’s Trucking to clean up their places -- very
public eye sores.

Teutopolis Police squad car seems to be at Martins in Effingham more than it's in Teutopolis

The community could benefit from improved streets.

The east end should have the sewer system updated. Water has backed up into my basement four times.
The sewer system could be expanded, but it may be too costly.

The water is extremely hard, even with a water softener, there are hard water stains on dishes.

The water on the east end of town is very hard

There are eyesores in town that need to be cleaned up especially on Main St.

There is no need for more than one police officer

Too many cops! | take T-Town Elliotstown Rd. into town for 6:30 mass and police always park behind corn field to try to
catch speeders going into work.

Truck parking along Rt. 40

Water

Water needs improvements

Water and sewer to existing property being taxed for it.
Water improvement

Water is and will always be my main concern. We have to be independent from Effingham in order to grow and attract
housing and industry! (and fire safety)

Water quality
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water quality

Water quality

Water quality is poor, smell and taste offensive.

Water quality is very low in K and N subdivision

Water quality.

Water softener

Water system could be improved on east end of town.

water too hard

We need more enforcement of stop signs.

Concerned about law enforcement.

Why can't law officers control speeding in town, especially on Green Street.

A better water system is needed.

A library would be a great improvement.

Better lighting needed in some areas

Better sewer

Bumps on roads need to be fixed

Close all open ditches and install curbs and gutters.

Community building for community use

Concerned about the Village leadership.

Connect sidewalks

Could use more rock in front of driveways and businesses

Ditches cleaned and maintained

Drainage -- a big problem yet they band aid it instead of fixing it right the first time.
Elected city clerk.

Explore alternative energy options for generating power and reducing electrical costs.
Fix the streets they are very rough, there are dips in the roads where sewer or water taps have been dug in 20 years ago
Fix water drainage problems

Have problems dealing with Frontier

| would like to see a city wide trash clean-up day where residents can bring item to be hauled off.
If city requires new subdivisions to have sidewalks town should install sidewalks to meet them.
Improve quality of streets

Indoor pool

K & N needs sidewalks

Keep police officers in town.

Library program or agreement with Helen M. library.

More administrators supervising students leaving school parking area

more sidewalks

Need our own water supply.

New water system

Open roadside ditches for surface drainage are a problem

provide more options for cable options

Provided garbage pickup.

Put on media when spraying for mosquitoes

real sidewalks

Real street lights downtown not some night light hanging on a pole.

Review stop sign locations

Sewer should never back up into homes. Water in ditches should drain not stand as mosquito breeding pools.
Should have choices with cable to have competitive prices and best service

Sidewalks from entrance are unsafe for kids in K and N subdivision.

Sidewalks on at least one side of every street.
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186. Some roads are in very bad condition

187. Stray dogs running around

188. Street maintenance needs improvement.

189. the grade school needs outside upgrading

190. Too many construction trucks parked on streets overnight.

191. Trim grass from all street ditches, not just some.

192. Water

193. Water expensive

194. Water system need improvement

195. Water system needs improvement. Better street repair programs. Enforce leash laws.

196. With gas prices being high is their reconsideration to allow other motorized vehicles in the city limits.
197. Ambulance needs to have maps or be knowledgeable about area so if needed can find location
198. Area for lawn clipping and tree limbs.

199. Better street repair programs. Enforce leash laws.

200. Bike path

201. Bringin new industry

202. burning issues

203. Have golf cart ordinance especially for handicapped

204. Help with the recycling program.

205. If city ditches do not drain properly why are the homeowners burdened with the costs of fixing them/
206. Improve the sanitary sewer.

207. Library

208. lighting on roads especially St. Francis Township Rd

209. More sidewalks

210. Need to enforce the law with regard to dogs in town. As | understand, they are to be tied up & not running around. This
really bothers me. Enforce the law please!

211. New town hall

212. Real sewer system

213. Sidewalks

214.  stricter enforcement of speed/stops needed when factories/schools let out

215. The village should not have to hire Connor&Connor for everything, if they don’t have a transit to shoot elevations buy
one and do the work yourself. If they need assistance or help ask some of the construction contractors in the village. |
am sure they would give their opinion free of charge.

216. Town board meetings are a joke. No leadership.

EDUCATION SYSTEM COMMENTS

1. According to the wages the principal and superintendent receive | believe our teachers should have better health
insurance and pay. We need very qualified teachers.

2. Add a multipurpose auditorium to the junior high and offer theater, have school assemblies, and utilize for
graduation.

3. Add another advanced math class to the high school

4, Additional funds spent on tennis program and courts. We can spend $26,000 on drainage for the baseball diamond

but can't fix tennis nets that are torn and blowing in the wind.

Administrators need to be educational leaders not politicians attempting to please people.
Administrators and teachers more visible in halls, eating areas, gyms, and outside

Alcohol policy is strict.

Art teacher grades 3-7

L KN oW

Better communication between school board and community. It appears things are trying to be hidden.
10. Better funding for activities other than male sports. A new improved drama/music facility.
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Better preparation and information for those interested in technical schools

Bleachers in the gym need to be replaced with better quality equipment including a number of chair seats.
Build a new gym with better bleacher seating.

Build things well the first time (not always the cheapest).

Closer watch of bullies

Crossing guard for children riding their bikes from west side of town to the grade school.

Cut costs.

Cut way back on superintendent and teacher outings.

Demands placed on varsity basketball players who cannot work during the summer because of practice.
Discontinue the teacher tenure.

Eliminate accelerated reading program

Football

Football

Football program

For the teachers to not put a lot of stress on the students regarding the accelerated reading program.
Funding for preschool makes it difficult for children to be accepted (low income and disability requirements).
Get kids involved in intramural sports (lots of kids don't make the team but love to play the sport)

Get rid of school resource officer.

Get rid of teachers that are ready to retire and not teaching the children

Grade school needs updated.

Have a better evaluation system for grade school teachers.

Have technology and have a resident internet site staff member that makes update

Hire the best administrators we can get.

| feel that doors should be locked.

I live three blocks from the school but the bus will not pickup or drop off here but our child is too little to walk to
school.

I think that for safety reasons all doors should be locked and visitors should have to be buzzed in.

| think the high school needs more community building activity during the school year such as the blood drive. Some
of those activities have been tremendous learning experiences for my teens and while | know that some activities
have been taken away because of behavior issues, | feel that learning based activities benefit high school students
and help to keep them interested in school. Two of the favorites are the blood drive and crush week but | think more
of these things need implemented. | think our high school students are growing terrible bored with our high school
classes.

I think we have a good school system. No kids in school anymore but | was satisfied when they were in school.

Improve discipline for harassment of grade school kids on bus, hallways, where ever teachers don't see but believe
kids who are harassed.

Improve tennis courts
Improve the appearance of the schools- they are old and need a facelift

Improving sidewalks and routes for students in the city limits to get to and from school more safely. Safe Routes to
School grants are 100% funded and could provide assistance in accomplishing safe pedestrian transportation for our
children.

Increased special education services

Keep a good superintendent

Keep a small student to teacher ratio.

Keep and hire good teachers and pay accordingly.

Keep as is with qualified teachers. Schools doing an excellent job.

Keep class size low like it is now

Keep the dual credit courses

Keep using focus groups consisting of parents for advice on school district issues and policies.
Lack of dollars spent on tennis.

Landscaping program with students doing the work.
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Less emphasis on sports
Let the kids have off school easier for educational travel
Love the school system.

Make sure the guidance counselors are doing their job, they have not done a very good job for years and | hear it
hasn’t changed at all.

Mandatory drug testing

More attention/help given to children that do not excel and are failing rather than focusing attention on top students
so our school system looks good

More drug/alcohol checks

More emphasis on things other than sports.

More male elementary teachers

More opportunities for students

More parking for activities.

More sports facilities

Need a new grade school

Need additional gym space

Need stronger leadership in elementary school, teachers get by with too much.

New gym for all the kids to use for all sports

New gym.

New gymnasium at high school.

New high school principal. Don't need a construction worker/warden. The respect shows at graduation.
New policy on alcohol.

No more parking spaces provided for H.S. Students should ride district bus.

Opposed to Deer Day, get off school for a hobby.

Our schools are good, but rules need to be enforced equally and fairly and it shouldn't be based on your last name.
Performance of coaches and assistants should be observed and made to do a good job.

Program to better prepare students for low income first generation college such as the AVID program.
Rural schools closed due to declining enrollment but have not seen any other decrease to justify closing.
Save money on sports

School board does not listen to common sense ideas.

Second gym at high school to accommodate student-athletics for additional programs & practices.
Sexual harassment and bullying on the buses

Speech, drama, band, chorus in IHSA competition.

Spending too much taxpayers money

Sports are ok but | believe there should be more attention placed on science and technology, especially in energy
production, solar, wind, nuclear power.

Teachers need to give less homework on days when extracurricular activities are going on especially high school
drama.

Terminate some underperforming teachers

The high school has not been offering a variety of upper level classes within the building.

The next superintendent needs to be someone out of the area. It is time for new blood and no ties to Teutopolis.
The schools are doing a good job.

The school board needs to put the high school principal under the microscope.

The school district should do a survey of parents.

The school may offer it now, but did not when | was in school. But would have liked to have some economics classes.
Too much sports - no mandatory Sunday practice

Very satisfied with Grade school and high school principal. It sure looked like the senior class, even the honor students
showed the principle how much respect they had for him.

We need to ensure we have the best teachers.
We place too much emphasis on sports, not enough on academics.
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98. What is the system in place to work with poor performing teachers protected by tenure.

99. Would like to see football at H.S.

100. A genuine interview process needs to take place before hiring the first local to apply for open administrative
positions. A genuine administrative evolution procedure needs to be developed.

101. A more attractive website that is updated quickly and easy to use

102. Add a multipurpose facility for drama, concerts, practices to alleviate the overused grade school gym

103. Add agriculture classes, FFA

104. Appearance of grade school is a problem and there is still asbestos in the building.

105. Assistant superintendent's job unnecessary - salary too high for job

106. Better counseling for kids making college selections.

107. Children need more time to eat lunch - concern about money spent on land with declining enrollment.

108. Cut sports programs instead of academics if money is tight.

109. Do not exclusively hire T-Town grads for teacher/admin positions.

110. Eliminate spiritualistic practice of pendulums in the grade and junior high.

111. Entrepreneur and experience opportunities (e.g. Junior Achievement)

112. Few students per teacher.

113. Fix the bleachers

114. Greater variety of sports at Jr. and Senior high schools

115. Girls’ softball.

116. Hire different contractors to do work for the district.

117. Concerned about school principals and need for the Board to get involved

118. Lights on Jr. High baseball diamond.

119. Lunch - improvement needed

120. More emphasis on academics

121. More extracurricular activities that kids will participate in. Don't offer a sport that is cheap in costs that kids will not
go out for.

122. More parking at grade school

123. Need another math teacher at grade school

124. Need more activities for kids. If you want kids to be involved in more activities and less on alcohol then provide the
resources.

125. Provide a better high school parking lot.

126. Reward the teachers; they give so much to the community

127. Start treating parents with respect and answer their questions

128. Stick with the alcohol control.

129. Stop having tenure for teachers.

130. Student worker in the office and other areas during study halls.

131. Students should walk to school when possible

132. The buildings of the grade school need better general maintenance

133. We need a way to get rid of ineffective teachers that have acquired tenure.

134. We need to get rid of teachers on tenure that do not encourage education.

135. With kids paying for parking the lot could be better kept.

136. Work to maintain quality teachers

137. Add info about classes for parents to assist in their child’s homework lessons

138. Allow trips to be taken at the high school. They can be more educational than attending class

139. Bring back agriculture classes to the high school

140. Classes have become watered down at the high school level

141. Computer teacher grades 3-7, early retirement for older/less motivated teachers.

142. Eliminate accelerated reading program. Revisit phonics reading programs, encourage oral reading. Need dedicated

teachers who care about learning of all children.
143. Encourage business leaders in community to run for school board
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144, Equal team uniform replacements for all sports.

145. High school needs building improvements.

146. Hire from outside the community more often

147. Need more social activities at the high school.

148. Fix tennis courts, nets blow in the wind, bottom cord is rotted off, not enough courts for practice or matches.
149. Save by having one grade school principal.

150. Get rid of deer day -- education is more important than hunting

151. There is a major sorting and cutting of kids in T-Town all of the way through school. What do these kids do? They

drink beer. Add more activities.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMENTS

1. A bike trail would be nice

2. A community building for the park would be nice.

3. Additional funds for the summer park program

4. Advertise adult programs better.

5. Alcohol should not be allowed at any programs for youth, by fans or coaches.

6. Bike path.

7. build bike trails

8. Car shows or swap meet

9. City library

10. Cleaner bathrooms

11. Climbing wall

12. Continue baseball after 6th grade

13. Creating a multi-use recreational trail

14. Different variety of activities offered during the school year and summertime besides sports

15. Disc golf

16. Disc golf

17. Disc golf

18. Expand our park, there is 15 acres of ground off the JR. high with the back side matching up with the park district.

19. Extend walks thru woods and pavilion with restrooms on west end.

20. Finish original park plans

21. Frisbee golf

22. Girls activities

23. Girls softball

24, | am glad to hear the addition of adult co-ed tennis this fall.

25. | believe we have nice park facilities.

26. I only lived in T-Town less than a year so can't make many comments. Hope to use the parks more in the future.

27. I think the park by the Jr. High needs a little more playground equipment, more swings.

28. | would like to see additional park programs for adults even if it was just one night events such as an adult soccer game
or adults vs. students, some fun activities to mix families together or to bring adults together.

29. I would like to see playground area expanded, more playground equipment for younger children and more trees around

walking path on south side
30. ice skating rink
31. Indoor tennis facility would be nice with an indoor walking and jogging track.
32. Keep them clean and safe.
33. Landscaping with youth participating.
34, Less money spent on useless park board members pensions.
35. Lighting for fields at the new public park
36. Lighting of park diamonds and tennis courts would double amount of useable schedule times for use.
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37. Lights for ball diamonds at the park.
38. Lights for softball fields.

39. Lights on ball fields.

40. Lights on softball diamonds.

41. Make adult recreation programs available

42. More funds for summer park program

43, More police patrol at parks and around schools.
44, More programs and activities for preschoolers
45, More programs for adults

46. More programs for k-3

47. More senior programs.

48. More tennis courts

49. More winter options

50. Mowing could be improved. Need to weed eat more places.

51. Multi-use trails would be a great source for exercise and recreation for people of all ages in our community...walking,
biking, running, rollerblading. Trails could link our community to other communities and provide safe transportation.

52. Need 2 more gyms
53. Need a public pool.
54, Need drinking fountains.

55. Need more walking and bike trails

56. Need something for senior citizens.

57. Need sports activities for 8th grade like summer softball

58. Need to have the water fountains cooled. Warm water is terrible.

59. New pool.

60. Offer more summer activities

61. Offer something other than baseball for adults

62. Outlying school folks pay nothing to use our park. Allow in town residents priority in reserving park facilities.

63. Overall clean and accessible parks

64. Pool

65. Put in a couple of trap houses not everyone is ate up with ball.

66. put up 2 more gyms that can be used in conjunction with the school
67. Recreational programs for adults.

68. replace swings

69. Scooter and bike trail to Effingham. Highway to dangerous to take a scooter to work on Rt. 40.
70. Scoreboards at baseball and softball diamonds that work.

71. Send out informational book of activities.

72. Senior citizen programs.

73. Skill building programs for softball, baseball, and basketball.

74. Sunday evening basketball programs (20+ league)

75. Support and encouragement of scouts, 4H and other comprehensive youth programs
76. Swimming pool
77. Swimming pool

78. T-ball kids need batting helmets. We had a grandson play this year - none of the kids had helmets.
79. Tennis courts
80. The cost of participating in sports is too high.

81. The park district was remiss in not building a softball diamond instead of depending on KC's to build one.
82. The public park could use more playground equipment.
83. The school should do more to help as they use the park every school day and we pay for it.

84. The sports programs for the children should focus more on training and learning the fundamentals of a game rather
than only scrimmages.
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Toilet paper in all bathroom facilities
Walking/bicycle trails
Water fountains need work

We need a better lighting system on the walk way that goes through the woods. Most lights turn on and off or don't
come on at all.

We need to get multi use trails so families can walk and bike together.

Winter activities

Would like to see more playground equipment at KC park.

You have plenty of other things far more important to improve.

Youth programs should be more organized

A bike path in the park.

Add more physical options for adults

Add more summer programs for during the day.

Add structured park district youth tennis programs and tournaments to complement summer camp.
Additional activities for preschool aged children

An indoor recreation center not tied to church or school.

Better use of ball diamonds.

Bike path

Clean path to bridge thru woods.

Didn't know there were adult programs

Dogs should be on lease and waste should be picked up by owners anywhere in town.
Grounds care is very good but the garbage containers need to be emptied regularly.
Have a fitness trail

Helmets should be first priority.

| would like to see a multi-use trail connected from the park to other areas and start to build a culture of activity, the
park has been a great start.

Lighted facilities.

Lights at new park by junior high.

lights at public park for tennis courts

Maintain swings, seats are torn and chains uneven.

Maybe expand walking paths.

More funds for youth summer park program (Tess Borries does a fabulous job!)
More parking area.

More tennis courts

Park needs better lighting

Playground equipment in bad shape

Sign posting number of laps that equal a mile.

Spend some money on lights at the parks

Swimming pool

Tennis courts

There are no adult sports programs -- men's tennis, women's tennis
Community fun night - a way to meet new people in the community.
Bike path

Build 2 more ball fields

Electronic scoreboard on north diamond.

Eliminate the T-Ball program and add programs for our Jr. High kids to keep them from running the street or going to
Effingham playing in their program because T-Town doesn't have anything to offer.

Fitness center
Lights for ball diamonds.
Par 3 golf course.
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132. Look of ball diamonds.

133. More picnic tables under roofs.

134. Need more things for toddlers to do.

135. Plant more trees, develop more green space.

136. Would be nice to have signs marking distance of walking at mini park and new park. Just an idea!
137. Youth groups.

BUSINESS IDEAS COMMENTS

1. A retail business that would draw more traffic uptown

2. Activities for the non-drinking teens

3. Additional retail outlets.

4. All types are needed

5. Any and all that creates jobs above minimum wage.

6. Any business that pays well with benefits

7. Any businesses that pay more than $10.50

8. Any green industry - no pollution.

9. Any kind that would not create air, noise, or odor pollution

10. Any type of business that will pay a decent livable wage and benefit package for their employees. No sweat shops!
11. Any type of retail | try to shop local when possible.

12. Art craft entrepreneurs

13. Assisted living

14. Assisted living or long term care center

15. Auto dealer

16. Bar and grill combination

17. Bigger grocery store w/competitive prices

18. Business that will be here for a while

19. Businesses that could bring our children back to the area after they have left.

20. Clothing store

21. Coffee shop

22. Custard stand

23. Daycare

24, Daycare facility/after school programs

25. Don't really think we need any new businesses. Definitely don't want to offer them any incentives.
26. Dry cleaners

27. Evening entertainment and food places

28. Expand Wessel’s grocery

29. Expanded health care: naturopathy, nutritionist, herbalist, acupuncturist, chiropractor.
30. Fast food (White Castle, Dunkin Donuts)

31. Fast food chain

32. Fast food or pizza place

33. Fast Food restaurants

34. Fast food, not another convenience store.

35. Fitness center

36. Fitness center

37. Good grocery stores that actually want to sell groceries not push alcohol and be crammed with sporting goods not to

mention gouging prices. I'd rather drive to Effingham than give Wessel’s a dime.
38. Good paying jobs.
39. governmental jobs
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Grocery

Grocery

Grocery

Grocery

Grocery

Grocery

Grocery (like a chain store)

Grocery store

Grocery store

Grocery store

Grocery store that provides a variety of fresh meats.
Hamburger joint

Health care diversity

High paying

high tech agriculture, or food based services

High tech with less than 200 employees per business
High tech.

Home and garden

Hunting store

| buy most of our household needs in Effingham.

| feel that when a new business is thinking about opening up in Teutopolis, there should be some kind of incentives such
as financial help in some way to attract these businesses. One example is the new salon in town called Mainly You, it
has helped so much with the looks of the main street area without tearing down the old building but if | was guessing, |
would guess that there were no incentives from the town to keep that building and it has been a great addition.

| really miss the garden center we used to have in T-Town.
Ice cream parlor

Ice cream shop

Ice cream shop

Ice cream shop

Ice cream stand, my family loves Homewood grill, why not a Homewood in town.
Indoor tennis facility.

Is there a place for new businesses?

it would be better to have incentives for current businesses rather than adding new
Ladies clothing store

Laundry

Laundry

library

Library

local owned small businesses

local small business that will stay

Maintain existing businesses.

manufacturing

manufacturing

manufacturing

Manufacturing

Manufacturing or retail business.

Manufacturing or retail business.

Manufacturing or retail business.

Medical related to support what is in Effingham.

More cafes/restaurants
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87.
88.
89.

90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.

more eating establishments
more restaurants

New businesses are welcome to T-Town however, | am NOT in favor of giving them $ to help them get started. Nobody
helped us get started. The town has many other places for their money.

Non-polluting industry

Nursing home and assisted living facility.

Ones that pay for themselves.

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Pharmacy

Restaurant

Restaurant

Restaurant

Restaurant

Restaurant

Restaurant for a quick sit down lunch

Restaurant open evenings and weekends. Ice cream parlor.
Restaurant, fast food

Restaurant, fastfood

Restaurants

Restaurants

Restaurants

Restaurants

Restaurants

Restaurants

Restaurants

Retail and manufacturing

Service industry

Something besides new bars

Something in the electronics industry.

Something that would attract our youth to stay not minimum wage. Our youth are not staying because there are no
good paying jobs.

Sporting goods store. Grocery store combined with McMahon's meet locker.
sports gear

Support locally owned businesses.

Supermarket

Supermarket

Take care of existing business. Help them in restoring their existing buildings.
We don't need an industrial park. Present industry can't find employees as is.
white castle
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135.  winery

136. Antique shop

137. Antique/resale stores. Quick lube business.

138. Arcade or someplace for our kids to hang out

139. Assisted living facility

140. Assisted living facility for seniors

141. Assisted living residence for senior citizens.

142. Bakery/tea

143. Businesses that don't require a lot of public resources
144. Child care facility.

145. Clothing stores for women and kids

146. Coffee shop

147. Controlling environmental and aesthetic quality is paramount in any new industry.
148. Do not want to see Teutopolis become a service based community at the expense of manufacturing.
149. Dollar general store

150. Dollar store

151. Drug store

152. Dunkin donuts

153. Exercise gym with swimming pool

154. Fast food

155. Fast food restaurant

156. Fast food restaurant.

157. Fast food, Subway

158. Fix the water and sewer system first.

159.  Full grocery store

160. Good paying jobs

161. Grocery store

162. Grocery store

163. Grocery store

164. Grocery.

165. Health care/pharmacy

166. Honda dealership

167. 1think a sandwich shop would go over well in town.
168. manufacturing

169. Medical offices

170. Perhaps a drug store

171. perhaps a mini golf park

172. Pharmacy

173. Pharmacy

174. Pharmacy

175. Pharmacy

176. Places for young people to meet (no alcohol) Coffee shop
177. Public pool

178. race track for cars

179. Record Store

180. Recreation center for youth

181. Resale or flea market.

182. Restaurant

183. Restaurant

184. Restaurant
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185. Restaurant

186. Restaurant

187. Restaurant, sandwich shop, bakery, ice cream parlor
188. Restaurant, sandwich shop, bakery, ice cream parlor
189. Restaurant/grocery store

190. Restaurants

191. Retail store

192. Senior care facility.

193. Service businesses.

194. some type of business that would bring in sales tax
195. Something similar to Dutch Treat

196. somewhere to eat on the weekends - Sunday Morning?
197. Specialty shops that are not in neighboring communities.
198. specialty stores

199. sporting goods archery

200. Subway/pizza parlor

201. Thrift store

202. Agriculture and food industry.

203. Assisted living and long term care.

204. Clothing stores

205. Engineering company.

206. entertainment, eating, and recreational business's
207. fitness center

208. golf course

209. Grocery

210. grocery store

211. Honda is still looking for a place to build a plant!
212. Hunting store

213. Ice cream parlor

214. Ice cream restaurant

215. If you want outside business's to come in that means you want outside people to come in. How can you do one without
the other?

216. Larger white collar employment

217. Movie rental store

218. One or two bars that serve nice expanded evening meal.
219. Perhaps another restaurant

220. Pharmacy

221. pharmacy grocery store

222. Pizza place, sandwich shop and an ice cream parlor
223. senior citizens services, nursing home

224. supermarket

225. Tanning salon.

226. things for kids to do between 6-10 pm

MOST URGENT PROBLEMS COMMENTS

1. Not following thru on laws such as leaf burning in evening and cleaning up some residences that have junk.
2. Activities for our youth.
3. Adult and teen attitude toward drinking/alcohol
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47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Alcohol abuse by adults and youth

Alcohol both minors & adults

Alcohol consumption

Attracting businesses to the area in order to keep our youth coming back to the area.
Attracting quality jobs

Bars and underage drinking

Better communication ex: mess over veteran memorial - where to build it.
Better water quality

Brain Drain all educated students are leaving town for better opportunities.
Cell phone reception

Certain people on the board need removed

City sewer backups and life expectancy of sanitary sewer system.

Clean ditches to improve drainage

Clean our ditch

Clean up some abandon/rental housing

Clean up unkempt residences.

Concerned about the management of the fire department by the trustees.
Condition of streets

Continue to grow in a responsible way

Continue to maintain current community

Control spending on equipment and on new vehicles

Controlling what businesses go in along route 40.

Create and support new business development.

Dogs in the town running lose.

Dogs running loose, enforce leash laws

Dogs running loose, enforce leash laws

Drainage

Drainage in new subdivisions

Drinking water

Duel credit courses not being offered

Find a way to be independent from Effingham water.

Fix sewage and water drainage

Fix sewer system

Getting better people to run for village board.

Getting new businesses

Getting swallowed up by Effingham.

Concerned about the quality of law enforcement.

Having people on Board who don't seek change.

Health problems, cancer, diabetes, obesity, etc.

High property taxes

High taxes

| have heard that water for everyday use could be in short supply in the future.

I think alcohol is the most urgent problem and has been for a long time because it is the culture of our community and
needs to be constantly addressed.

If T-Town is to grow there is no ground available.
Improve sewer

Improve sewer system.

In time we need a new sewer plant

Increasing number of junky looking homes.
Increasing school enrollment with quality families
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53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.
75.

76.

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

84.
85.
86.

87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

Infrastructure

Infrastructure - streets and sewer
Infrastructure (sewer and water)
infrastructure needs a lot of upgrade
Job opportunity

Just a few trying to run the town.
Keeping property taxes reasonable
Kids drinking.

Lack of growth.

Lack of the promotion of the community. | think that the website is a great tool. It shows us how many businesses are
truly in the community. However, more can be done.

Lack of vision for the Village.

Lazy street and sewer employees!

Making main street look more desirable

More activities for kids of all ages.

More young people with children need to get involved in community, church, and school activities. Most of these
responsibilities seem to be relying on a few aging volunteers and public servants. People want to complain but offer not
help.

Need for additional good paying jobs

Need more investment to ensure future vitality both public and private

Need to get certain areas of town cleaned up

Need to get rid of apartments/ mobile homes south side of 40 - disgraceful

No economic property to start a small new business. Land is very high cost. TREC trail needs to be embraced and fully
supported.

Offering good job opportunities for our children
Concerned about law enforcement

Open the community up. Catch the good people that move into Effingham. Teutopolis has many things to offer that
people cannot get moving to Effingham. Good outsiders won't move to Teutopolis until these perceived problems are
fixed.

Overall we have a nice clean town. 99.9% of people take pride in their homes. There are 3 houses in particular that need
a MAJOR clean up. One is on West Main. What a welcome to town!

Plant more trees.

Police looking for dui's

Property taxes climbing higher every year.
Quality of personnel on town board
Roads

Roads

Sanitary and storm sewer. Figure out why sanitary sewer is backing up into basements when it rains and fix the problem
no matter the cost.

Sanitary sewer backup during heavy rains.
Sanitary sewer system.

Semi-trucks going to Siemer's: turn south on Columbus St., make left turn (east) on north side of RR tracks and follow
along a road for 3 blocks on the north side of the tracks to Siemer's.

Separate storm water from sanitary sewer
Sewage problems in home basements

Sewage problems on east end of town and K&N
Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer
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95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.

132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer and drainage system
Sewer and water problems
Sewer and water.

Sewer and water.

Sewer and water.

Sewer and water.

Sewer and water.

Sewer and water.

Sewer improvement

Sewer issues

Sewer needs replaced and hard water needs worked on.
Sewer on east end of town.
Sewer on south side

Sewer on Wooden Shoe Rd.
Sewer problems

Sewer problems

Sewer problems

Sewer problems

Sewer system

Sewer system

Sewer system

Sewer system

Sewer system on east end of town
Sewer!

Sewer/lagoon system
Sewers

Sewers

Sewers

Social drinking

Some home owners are not keeping their homes looking nice and there is something that need done about those
homes to keep our community looking nice.

Some rental properties are very unsightly especially along the highway.
Speeders form the east on Main Street are not watched.
Storm sewer/drainage problems

Storm water drainage

Storm water draining

Streets

Street lights

Streets

Streets

Streets are rough.

Support of schools

Sewer system

100



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

144. Taxes are too high.

145. Teen drinking

146. Teenage drinking and lack of parental backing to discipline.

147. The community ownership of the school by St. Francis church.
148. The sewer problems.

149. The sewer system, roads and sidewalks

150. The water problem needs to be looked at. We live on Walnut St. and we make tea cloudy on certain days.
151. There are house lots open within the city but they are not for sale.
152. To grow the community, doing nothing will ruin the town.

153. To manage their money and resources and not over spend

154. Traffic congestion and slow to drive thru town at times.

155.  Truck traffic and parking on Main Street.

156. Underage drinking. Adults who don't see a problem with this.

157. Underage drinking and drug use.

158. Underage drinking and overall acceptance of drinking by adults
159. Updating outdated sidewalks and drainage ditches

160. Upgrading sewer and water lines

161. Very little land available for new construction.

162. Water

163. Water

164. Water - water - water! We see what our dependence on oil is doing to our national economy yet we can live without oil.
Water is necessary for life, health and industry! We need our own water supply even if it means raising taxes and fees!

165. Water and sewer

166. Water and sewer systems.
167. Water drainage

168. Water drainage sewer

169. Water in peoples basements.
170. Water is terrible

171. Water mains

172. Water pressure

173. Water pressure

174. Water quality

175. Water quality

176. Water quality

177. Water quality and water rates.
178. Water quality and water rates.
179. Water quality and water rates.
180. Water supply

181. Water supply

182. Water system

183. Water system

184. We need to invite outsiders into our community

185. We need to live within means. Spending on nonessential items (mowers, new trucks) need to be curbed. Economic
times are difficult and raising taxes should be avoided, especially with nonessential items being purchased. We tax
payers cannot simply demand raises from employers (like Village does when they raise taxes).

186. Where else in the world could you go where everyone else knows you business better than you do and isn't afraid to tell
you so. Just being sarcastic -- | really love the place.

187. Younger generation moving away for better opportunities
188. A preferred bias towards some business's.
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189. A traffic signal at main intersection by the post office. The current signal timing makes it hard to get on Rt. 40 at any
other street.

190. Acceptance of underage drinking. Getting the youth more involved in town projects. Recycling GO GREEN. Provide
recycle pickup for residence.

191. All basement drains to get off sanitary sewers system. Junk and trash out of yards. Peeling paint on houses redone, grass
kept mowed.

192. Best to review water & sewer situation if expanded.
193. Business cooperation (chamber of commerce)

194. Change?

195. Cleanup some properties

196. Decline of older homes and properties

197. Decreasing school enrollment

198. Do not authorize golf carts (I've seen some lately)

199. Drainage

200. Economic development incentives

201. Everyone isin their own little click.

202. Fix rough streets

203. Growth

204. High taxes

205. Keeping truck traffic on major highway not side streets.
206. Kids driving scooters on sidewalks and roadways

207. More activities for youth.

208. More trees and green spaces.

209. Motorized scooters should not be on sidewalks.

210. New housing development.

211. No land available for commercial development

212. Not encouraging business development

213. Not to be partial to the wealthy families around town, it makes everyone else upset.
214. Overall appearance of town.

215. Parking at Runde apartments

216. People are unfriendly.

217. People should spend more money in T-Town. Jobs do not pay enough.
218. Prepare for future

219. Property taxes are too high

220. Proposed location for new fire station

221. Road maintenance

222. Rural community where people still wave to one another

223. Schools
224. Schools
225. Sewer
226. Sewer
227. Sewer

228. Sidewalks

229. Some sidewalks

230. Speeding

231. Taxes are too high for what Teutopolis has to offer

232. The town can easily grow if and only if it wants to.

233. To plan for our future and not get our limits pushed by surrounding communities.
234. Too much lime film in water

235. Town spends money on unimportant things.
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236. Trashy homes along Main Street

237. Underage drinking

238. Unfair zoning laws (Board has their favorites)

239. Use a local engineering company.

240. Water source -- build a lake or contract with BJ or Montrose.
241.  Water supply.

242. Water supply. Underage drinking.

243. 2 houses could be cleaned up

244. Adult recreation (besides drinking)

245. affordable water rates

246.  Air pollution near schools

247. Approve use of golf carts, especially for disabled.

248. Better water

249. Building codes

250. City employees’ attitude.

251. Clean up main street

252. Cleanup the unsightly properties (junk in yards)

253. Decreasing school enrollment.

254. Decreasing school enrollment

255. Disregard to speed zones causing safety hazards

256. Do we need all of our fulltime workers

257. Drinking by adults and teens

258. Employment opportunity

259. Encourage local entrepreneurship

260. Encroachment of Effingham from the west.

261. The policeman

262. Gardening club. Help main street colorful with flowers.

263. Hard water

264. Hard water

265. Hard water

266. Have Siemer's find somewhere else to park grain trucks and pay for shoulder repair to highway
267. High water rates - young people can't afford them

268. Ifitain't broke don't fix it!

269. Improve water

270. Improving infrastructure

271. Inability to control services within Village limits for telephone, cable, internet and electricity.
272. It may not be feasible due to our proximity to Effingham, but an ambulance and EMT's at fire station.
273. Judgmental biased residents

274. Junky yards and premises of a few homes.

275. Keep doing surveys and listen to the surveys

276. Keep young unlicensed drivers on scooters off side streets

277. Keeping business

278. Keeping out the lower income families, it helps keep crime down.
279. Keeping yards and lots mowed.

280. Lack of control on secondary law enforcement

281. Law enforcement

282. Leadership

283. Leash laws need to be enforced, my granddaughter was bitten by a dog running loose.
284. Make "downtown" attractive

285. Make Village Clerk an elected position.
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286. More duplex homes

287. Move and incorporate the Town Hall into the "new" building along with the fire department on the south side of Main
St. Keep the present Town Hall building for historical reasons.

288. Need a nursing home.

289. Need our own water

290. Need to encourage new residential developments or rehab existing housing in town.
291. Need to get a handle on random pets running around town.

292. Newcomers are not welcomed

293. Noise ordinances, car and motorcycle

294. Not enough available land for new business to locate here

295.  Our school population

296. Our town is becoming "trashy", we need to clean up the junk

297. People don't stop at stop signs.

298. People need to be friendlier

299. Poor county wide ambulance service

300. Pro-growth attitude throughout the population

301. Proposed location for new fire station

302. Quality of water

303. Remove the barrier of why good people that move to Effingham will not move to T-Town
304. Roads

305. Sewer
306. Sewer
307. Sewer
308. Sewer

309. Sewer and drainage issues need to be resolved. Should not add any more housing or businesses until it is fixed.
310. Sewer lagoon.

311. Sewer problems

312. Sewer system

313. Sewer system

314. Sewers

315. Sidewalks from KandN to town

316. Sidewalks in some areas

317. Sidewalks in some areas

318. Slowdown the spending in the fire department
319. Storm drainage system.

320. Storm drainage.

321. Storm sewer problems

322. Storm water drainage

323. Street improvement

324. Streets

325. Surface drainage

326. Taxes for small business are too high. My taxes doubled over the years because of fixing up, landscaping, remodeling,
etc.

327. The stretch of business now in Effingham city limits is a mess.

328. The trash outside of bars since the "no smoking" law went into effect.
329. Too many bars for a small town.

330. Too many bars.

331. Too many taverns

332. Town not being progressive with streets and housing expansion

333. Traffic congestion at certain times of day.
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334.  Truck traffic on Main Street

335. Trying to be a big city with its industry, we should make the most of our small town charm.
336. Underage drinking

337. Unleashed dogs

338. Unsightly places that have junk and old cars, tires, etc.

339. Water
340. Water
341. Water

342. Water problems

343. Water quality

344. Water quality

345. Water softener

346. Water Street needs repairs.

347. Water system

348. Water-get independent from Effingham

349. We do not need more rental property etc. Keep us a small community.

350. Years ago we had horses on our sidewalks now we have motorbikes and bicycles — people should not have to get out of
their way.

LIKE MOST ABOUT LIVING IN TEUTOPOLIS COMMENTS

1. A clean community.

2. Ability to feel safe in my home.

3. Appearance of housing

4. Attitude of citizenry and sense of community.
5. Caring, friendly community

6. Christian based education

7. Church

8. Church

9. Church

10. Church

11. Church

12. Church

13. Church

14. Church

15. Church

16. Church

17. Church

18. Church and school system

19. Church and school work together to provide positive experience for the youth.
20. Church community

21. Clean neat community - most people take good care of their property & yards
22. Clean neat looking residential areas

23. Cleanliness

24, Cleanliness of yards

25. Close knit friendly community without crime.
26. Closed to Effingham but sill rural area

27. Closeness of residents

28. Closeness to the church
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29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.

Commitment to education of our children

Community of pride

Community spirit, people care about each other

Community togetherness

Easy access around town

Education system

Everyone has been very friendly since we have moved to the area.

Everything very accessible

Family life, parents care and volunteer to help, everyone keeps an eye on each other

Family oriented

Family oriented atmosphere.

Friendliness

Friendliness

Friendliness

Friendly and proud atmosphere

Friendly atmosphere

Friendly atmosphere

Friendly citizens

Friendly community

Friendly community

Friendly people

Friendly people

Friendly people

Friendly small town for the most part clean

Friendly town

Good church, support for Catholic faith

Good community

Good community

Good place to work and live

Good school system

Good, hard working, religious community

Great citizens.

Great schools

Hard work ethic. Great baseball diamonds. Need lights on the park district diamonds
Heritage

heritage and tradition, community pride

Historical part of town

I like the streets and ability to travel to Effingham may need a new road to Effingham.

I love living here because of my neighbors, all the people are friendly. Just a nice place to live.
I love the people, schools, sense of community, church, location and small town atmosphere.
I think that the beautification of the city needs to be preserved. This is both in the housing and business areas.
It is a nice clean town with nice people.

it is a relatively safe place to live.

It is a very friendly community, if someone is in need everyone comes out to help out and give all they can.
I've lived here all my life. Let us not try to change a good thing.

Keep it a low key community. Let the sewage producing and water using manufacturing stay in Effingham.
Keep our German heritage -- hard working standards.

Lack of crime

love the parks especially the mini park, quiet and functional.

Low crime
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79. Low crime

80. Low crime rate

81. low crime rate

82. Low crime rate due to religious upbringing of kids. I'm afraid that may be a thing of the past soon.
83. Low crime rate.

84. Maintain and preserve our heritage.

85. Maintain historical buildings.
86. Most people take pride in their property.
87. Mostly good people with good morals.

88. Nice community to raise a family

89. Nice looking town

90. Nice, quite rural area, but close to Effingham
91. Improve country roads

92. Our church

93. Our church community.

94, Our church, Knights Tower and park

95. Our church.

96. Our heritage. Our business.

97. Our past -- Our culture -- they have shaped our values and work ethic. These are our roadmap for our future goals.
98. Park district for the kids.

99. Park district for the kids.

100. Parks

101. People and businesses take pride in and maintain a good appearance for their property.
102. People are courteous and have a pride in their town.
103. People are friendly

104. People have a lot of pride.

105. Pride of community

106. Pride of community

107. Quality and character of people

108. Quality of education

109. Quality of education

110. Quality of life. we need to continue to move forward in this area.
111. Quality of people

112. Quiet

113. Quiet most of the time.

114. Quiet, nice community

115. Rarely go to town.

116. Religious heritage

117. Religious heritage.

118. Reputation

119. Rich in heritage-must continue to promote

120. Rural friendly atmosphere.

121. Safe and a great place to raise a family.

122. Safe community

123. Safe community to raise c children

124. Safe place to live

125. safe place to raise children

126. safe, friendly town, community driven

127. safety

128. safety
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129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
1609.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.

safety

Safety

Safety

Safety

Safety

Safety

Safety

safety

school district is best in the area

School quality

Schools

schools

Schools

schools

Schools, parks, its heritage.

Sense of community

Similar heritage and religious beliefs.

small & family like

Small and friendly community

small community

Small community

Small hometown appeal

Small rural community that's quiet and safe.

Small town - limit number of new development communities
Small town atmosphere

Small town atmosphere, keep it that way.

Small town atmosphere.

Small town atmosphere.

small town community

small town community feeling

Small town feel and friendly community

Small town feel.

Small town with the whole town being good neighbors.
some of the older building that preserve the history of those who live here
The beautiful St. Francis Church.

The church

The friendliness.

The general appearance of the community and the work ethic of the people.
The history

The overall appearance of the town

The people and families of Teutopolis are awesome people and people support each other tremendously.
The people are generally nice.

The people are great

The people still have morals and family values.

The small community life needs to be maintained.

The small historical community.

The small town effect

The small town feel

The town hall

The town is clean.
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179.
180.

181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.

187.
188.
1809.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214.
215.
216.
217.
218.
219.
220.
221.
222.
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The way people help one another, everyone is your neighbor

Too late! There have been some beautiful historic homes & buildings that have been torn down. | did not grow up here
but in the 30 years that | have been here the solution to what should be done with a historic home and building seems
to be TEAR IT DOWN! Most recent the "cute" old gas station could have been used as a welcome center for the
monument.

Tranquil atmosphere and residential appearance.

Very clean neat town.

Very neat appearance

Very neat town as a whole.

We need to preserve historic buildings and sites. Form an historic preservation committee.

What is left to be preserved? We've torn down all our old buildings. The people refuse to support new businesses and
run them out of town before they even move in.

1 c church

All businesses are family owned

Business

Catholic community

Church

Church

Citizenship values and respect for morals
City-school-church working together
Clean

Clean appearance

Clean community.

Clean town

Cleanliness

Cleanliness and friendliness of town.
Cleanliness, pride of ownership

Clean city

Close to cities for other services.
Community environment.

Community pride in their heritage
Community pride.

Conservative is good. Too conservative can hold a real good thing back. This describes T-Towm
Education provided to students

Excellent school system.

Fair amount of employment available.
Faith based culture

Family and church oriented

family close by in neighboring towns
Family farms and traditions

Family farms and traditions

Family oriented

For the most part it is an attractive community.
Friendliness of people

Friendliness to strangers (my family visiting, taking a walk, going to the store)
Friendly

Friendly

Friendly neighborhoods

Friendly people, good post office, wonderful KC Club which sponsors lots of good fun but allows too much teenage
drinking at weddings.
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224. Good church community

225. Good education program, good school.

226. Good people

227. Good school system

228. good school system

229. Good school system.

230. Good schools

231. Good schools

232. Good work ethic

233. Governance

234.  Great church

235.  Great school district

236. great school district

237. great school system

238. hard working

239. hardworking community.

240. hardworking community.

241. Hardworking, economically viable

242. Historical sites

243. incentives by the community to keep those businesses’ open.
244. Inspired residents, businesses

245.  Limited crime

246. Little crime rate

247. Lower population makes it a safer place to live
248. Mostly good teachers and school programs.
249. neattown

250. Nice neighborhoods

251. Nice parks.

252. Nocrime

253.  Our education system is very good and | felt that it served my children well when they went to college.

254.  Our presence of local manufacturing and the fact that almost 100% of our local businesses are locally owned and have
been for many years.

255.  Our schools.
256. Our town needs to guard its character, do not tear old buildings down.
257. Park Rec. Summer programs

258.  Parks
259. Parks
260. Parks
261. Parks

262. People taking pride in their homes.
263. Preserve the history of our buildings
264. Pride and work ethics

265. Pride of people living in Teutopolis
266. Promote Rt. 40 highway with help from Board and merchants
267. Quality of education.

268. Quality of schools

269. Quality school district

270. Quality school system

271. Quiet

272. Quiet
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273. religious atmosphere

274. Safe

275. safe and family oriented environment

276. Safe area

277. Safety of our community. Average is not acceptable.

278. school

279. School system
280. Schools

281. Schools

282. Schools

283. Schools

284. Schools

285. Schools

286. Slow but steady growth.

287. Small business

288. Small town atmosphere

289. Small town atmosphere, safety

290. Small town atmosphere.

291. Small town feel

292. Sports teams

293. Strong catholic community with good work ethic.

294. Strong feeling of pride throughout town

295. The Catholic community enhances the area

296. The church

297. The church, a beautiful building and unique parish.

298. The schools and parks

299. The upkeep of businesses

300. Town appearance

301. Town is fairly well maintained. People have pride in their property.
302. T-Town is exactly where | want to be, want to raise my kids, and want to live for the rest of my life.
303. Upkeep and cleanliness

304. Very good schools and teachers

305. Well kept parks

306. When there is a cause our town is there to step forward. For example, our Relay for Life out did Effingham very year.
307. Wonderful schools

308. Academic success of children

309. Activities that create opportunities for people to know their neighbors.
310. Beautiful church religious education.

311. Business

312. Businesses

313. Church

314. Church

315. Clean appearance

316. Clean town, heritage

317. Cleanliness

318. Cleanliness

319. Close (but not too close) to a larger town

320. Community support

321. Education system

322. Excellent schools

111



Village of Teutopolis Comprehensive Plan

323.  Family life

324. Family oriented

325.  Fr.Vernon’s recycling program.

326. Friendly

327. Good appearance.

328. Good community interrelations

329. Good schools

330. Good schools

331. Great families

332. Great housing.

333. Great job of American Legion showing thanks to veterans.

334. Great schools

335. hard working people

336. History

337. Ithink we need police protection and order at some of these big weddings, over 250-300 people.
338. Lowcrime

339. Low crime rate

340. Low crime.

341. low population

342. money businesses

343. Most of our teachers are top quality and not only educate our students but really care about them.
344. Park facilities

345.  Parks

346. Parks

347. Peaceful

348. People save money on good years so they have money on bad years.
349. preservation of our history and hard work our forefathers experienced
350. Preserve and enhance and use the existing housing and businesses.

351. Pride
352. Quality of people in community.
353. Quiet

354. Respectful, law abiding

355. Safe, low crime

356. Safety

357. Safety, can walk in the evening

358. School and community spirit

359. School system

360. School system always ranked high.

361. Sidewalks for walking and bicycling.

362. Small but close to larger communities.

363. Small town feel

364. strong educational system

365. The neighborhoods lookout for each other.

366. The older buildings need to be renovated instead of torn down to preserve Village history.
367. The people are always willing to help anyone in need.
368. Track is new and maintained.

369. Tradition

370. T-Town is a good community but is not perfect. A perfect community is always looking and working aggressively to make
a good thing better.
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FINAL COMMENTS

1. All of our roads need to be blacktopped and they never were.

2. Annex K&N subdivision so their drainage of water and sewer can be fixed.

3. As | travel thru other small towns, | am very thankful I live in T-Town.

4, Best part of T-Town is the small town aspect. | don't believe that growth should be our focus.

5. Bike trail between T-town and Effingham. Make sure vacant lots on Main Street are kept up and mowed.

6. Biking/walking trails would enhance the quality of life, health, and safety in Teutopolis. We choose to live in Teutopolis
for the quality of life and continuing to improve this quality of life needs to be our focus as we go forward.

7. Build a civic center but preserve our existing Village Hall.
Clean ditches and road work

9. Clean up properties that need it and develop ordinances to enforce clean up. Get rid of loose animals. Keep police

officers on patrol in town not the county. Keep 4-wheelers off the streets.
10. Concerned about open burning in Village.

11. Continue to make T-Town the "exclusive" community that it is. We aren't in need of new residents; don't sell lots at
desperate prices to increase growth as Dietrich has done.

12. Do more to control underage drinking. More after school programs. Nepotism is a problem in the community. All laws
should apply to everyone, not just the people without the right name.

13. Do not promote or encourage low income housing.
14. Do we want a quaint rural town to live and raise our children or do we want to be an extension of Effingham?

15. Do we wish to remain a small community or do we want to someday be as large as Effingham? Do we want to keep our
own identity or be a satellite of Effingham?

16. Elected village clerk not politically appointed.

17. Enforce leash laws and have dog owners be more responsible about where their pets do their business.
18. Enforce mowing empty lots, remove junk vehicles with a fine.

19. Equal treatment for all citizens regardless of their name.

20. Everyone needs to support our businesses.

21. Fix the hard water problem

22. Fix sewer system, get our own water supply
23. Fix the sewer system.
24, Fix the sidewalks so when it rains you can still walk on them without going through puddles.

25. Good town!

26. Great place to live. Seems like we have a mayor who is ok with status quo.

27. Having a planning committee is an excellent way to insure we don't accept the status quo and committee is to be
commended for their hard work. | am grateful!

28. | agree with you needing to do something here but there | lot of widows in this town and | know for a fact how hard it is
for them to pay bills. Raising taxes adds to the burden.

29. Would love to see a Village President who has "office hours" and responds immediately to citizens' concerns 2)

Compliments to Village Foreman Carl Pals for his knowledge of all aspects of our streets, water, sewer, etc as well as the
village employees for their prompt response to citizens' needs/requests

30. | believe if multi-use trails are implemented that could have a positive influence on people wanting to come into our
community.

31. | believe our taxes are already very high for the area in which we live.

32. | feel we have many excellent teachers in our schools that probably don't get paid enough. But we also have some
slackers that need to be replaced.

33. I think if | live in the area being zoned | should be able to vote for the mayor.

34, I think that we would benefit from more civic and professional organizations. These could give members a sense of

belonging and instill pride in the community.

35. I think this is a good start to get groundwork for future projects. You have to know what all your residents are thinking
before you can move forward with any new projects that would be successful.
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| think we have a good thing going. Let’s not mess it up. Bedroom communities are nice to live in and much cheaper on
sewage and water costs. These are the two things that probably are going to have to grow in the near future. | think for
quality of life we should be happy to remain a bedroom community. Our sewer and water system are not ready to
handle a lot of industry.

I think we need a sidewalk on every street because there are more and more walkers. Would prefer a sidewalk on each
side of the street but know that will probably put you way over budget. Could also use better lighting on some of the
areas.

I think we should promote local small business but not big factories (new ones). | think our "home grown" people is
what makes T-town such a great community. If we promote new factories, other unpleasant things will follow.

| wish that the town would clean off the streets after it snows. And the sidewalks for that matter! In fact we have lazy
town employees in general, they need to show better leadership.

| would like to see carts approved for this community.
| would like to see the town board help our existing businesses flourish. | would also like to see golf carts legal on roads.
If the county can get grant money for a non motorized trail we surely could get some help for sewer upgrade.

If the fire station is to add on it should stay where it is . If the fire station relocated it should start with an empty lot.
Provide water and sewer for property that are being taxed like they have it.

If we don't take care of our existing businesses we will lose them.

Improve employment opportunities

Improve the air quality especially Siemer’s and 3Z. Everyone knows when Siemer’s does the dog food.
Improved animal control, dogs running loose

It is a nice quiet community. Yes we could use more business, but not at the expense of threatening the safety of
home." Dog leash law should be enforced. Our dog is confined to our yard - there are many dogs that come into our
yard and disturb our dog's peace. More control on 4-wheelers in town on back streets. Seems like the police look the
other way.

It is time to annex our surrounding subdivisions into the city.

It would be nice to have an assisted living facility. Keep low income housing out of town.

Love the small town atmosphere.

Lower taxes, better streets, better water

Make the bars more responsible for cleaning up their trash especially customers’ cigarette butts.

Making street improvements a few blocks at a time, the best streets in town were done 15 years ago and nothing has
been done to any of them since.

Many people fear about quality of life issues when outsiders consider housing in the area. We must encourage anyone
who realizes the benefits of this great community. Perhaps we should market ourselves as a city that has more to offer
than a strange name.

More articles on different programs/services in paper and or school newsletter.
More street lights in some locations. Legalize the use of golf carts in the city.

More taxes and special fees would not be needed if current funds were properly budgeted and not doled out to existing
big business.

My grandchildren now go to Teutopolis. | want them to be safe, have a good education, and see the area grow.
Need improved street maintenance.
Need more duplex type housing.

Need ordinances for industries located near residential noise, dirty, and unsightly views should be blocked with fencing
or landscaping.

Need to encourage proactive people to be on boards and future committees. Have all age groups and gender to have
fair representation.

Need to get after property owners to clean up or paint their property to improve appearance of town
Need to resolve the drinking issues of T-town less bars instead of always opening new ones.
No trailer parks or low income housing.

Ordinances need to be put in place or enforced with the junk around people’s homes especially on main street and the
corner of John and Walnut. Homeowners need to take more pride in their properties.

Over all it is a nice town to live in and raise a family.
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People spending community money should be elected officials only. This organization seems to be self appointed. We
are not Effingham nor do we want to be. If we wanted that we would have chosen to live in Effingham.

Please don't let a few people suck Teutopolis into getting a TIF program. Look what is going on in Effingham, pay for a
business and five years later they up and leave.

Please encourage safe community and a clean community.

Prepare and distribute copies to citizens exactly where our tax dollars are spent in detail.
Promote our strengths, church, school, and businesses. Change the attitude towards drinking.
Public library or branch of public library, senior citizen center.

Raise taxes and spend some moldy money. Improve the basics to the acceptable level. Keep doing surveys. Make a
Mission Statement from the community, make sure it represents the community, not just a few individuals. Teutopolis
would grow if local people want it to grow. Need to get away from the belief that “our town is one of the bests places in
the area, there is no need to change" This becomes the number one problem which turns into an attitude!

Rental properties are rented to ANYONE. Appears they don't live near property or care about the elements they bring
in.

See to it that vacant lots in Teutopolis are available for building sites and add more duplexes for the elderly.
Sending notices to people that do not mow or have junk in their yards

Spray weeds and mow around crosswalks. Eliminate trucks parking on highway blocking view from side streets.
Take rural stop signs down.

Taxes are high enough. Do not raise taxes in the name of economic development.

Teutopolis is a wonderful community with many positives. | like the fact that it grows year after year in a small
measured and consistent pace. Please do not grow it too fast so then we lose what we have and become a large
impersonal community.

Teutopolis is a great town to live. Safe, friendly, supportive.
Thank you for taking the time and caring enough to do the extra work.
Thank you for this opportunity.

The "S" curve on Pearl Street south of the KC property should be improved before someone is killed! Also, mark edge of
road with white stripe

The main streets need to be dressed up.
The park has 2 large dangerous trees near the west end. They should be removed

The schools need to charge a fee for each child going to school to the parents instead of raising taxes. There is no need
for the people that have no children or have their children thru school to pay for everyone else’s children. And if you
rent you don’t pay any taxes at all to the school, so therefore it is very cheap to send a child to school. Send out notice
to all tax payers that it will become effective in six years so they can plan for it. And decide if they can afford more
children. | am not saying they pay for it all just a part because it seems that school taxes are getting plenty high and a lot
of the people can’t afford to pay it and no need to burden the people with no children or have them thru school.

The sewer and water problems are my main concern.

The town’s sewer system needs to be addressed. People looking at Teutopolis for possible housing are cautious because
of our sewer problems here.

There are great people that live in this town. | do not wish to see people who cause trouble to move into our town.
There are some places, homes and businesses, that need to improve appearance.

There is plenty of tax money already in town coffers. Prioritize and create 5 and 10 year plans. Do not build special
interest projects like the road to nowhere in front of the Jr. High when | can't get my road oiled.

This is a great function this group is performing. Statistically we are an envied community. Changes in our infrastructure
will prepare for moderate growth. Elections at most levels bring on personnel changes.

This is a great place to live.
Too much vandalism, my land has been beat up 3 times.
Use wind/solar energy at schools for power. Fund raiser to purchase generators.

Water and sewer systems should be fixed before doing anything else. Fix streets instead of just covering over potholes.
Clean-up properties that are eye sores. Enforce the burn ordinance. We have too many residents and some businesses
that seem to ignore the ordinance. T-Town is a good place. It could be a great place with a little cleaning up and you
wouldn't have to raise taxes to do it.

Water source and contract is a big problem that needs to be fixed. Pay for elected officials are too high.
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We appreciate the quiet, peaceful, wholesome community we have. We have to work to keep the manufacturing
businesses we do have.

We believe in the future. Our children are raised and on their own. Good Luck!

We have a small business in town. We have seen T-Town go the wrong way in some ways but are hanging in there.
Spending money in town might help!

We have enough tax money -- you do not need more, you need to spend it wisely or | will vote for someone who can.

We have to grow the community with new houses and new businesses, without doing this our community will shrink,
along with our taxpayers’ money. We can't always count on our large businesses to support the town, not in today’s
economy. One day they could be gone and T-Town will be left with nothing.

We must encourage everyone to act on their ideas.

We should be very careful when trying to attract new business so that we don't jeopardize the integrity of the
community.

We should have bought the Mayhaus ground instead of a rock business going in.

When a handicapped person has to get off of the sidewalk to let motorbikes or bicycles pass this is bad. Keep improving
uptown business district merchants in town are very important -- need organization.
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