Interesting Facts
          The first “Stars and Stripes” flown over Teutopolis was hand made by J.W. Pruemmer, Joseph Horn 
           and John Meyer.

1841  The first store and first windmill for grinding flour were opened by Clemens and  Herman H. Uptmor and was located at the corner of Pearl and Vine Street.

1841  The first school house was built two blocks south of the cemetery.  John Henry Rabe was the teacher and pupils were: Josephine and Catherine Pundsack, Marie Uptmor, Clem Uptmor II, Mary, Joseph and Francis Boeckmann, Fritz, Casper and Anthony Mindrup.

1842  Teutopolis received a post office.  Clemens Uptmor was the first postmaster.

1845  Teutopolis was incorporated as a Village in 1845.  The first election for 5 trustees was held at the Clemens Uptmor residence.  The three election judges and two clerks sat on the polls from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and received 2 votes in addition to their own.  The 5 election officials were elected village trustees, the 6th voter was named village constable and the 7th was appointed to the post of road commissioner.  The president of the board received an annual salary of $2.00, the trustees received $1.50, and the road commissioner pay was set at 30 cents per day when working.

1845  The first settlers were imbued with a vast interest in political affairs.  It was many years before anything other than a “Democratic” vote was cast in Teutopolis.

1845  Anton Rabe had the first tavern license within the village limits. The Village also had a 20 x 20 dance hall where the countryside gathered.

1846  The Indianapolis-St. Louis stage coach line initiated a change station at the Jacob Fulle’s inn, tavern and stable.

1848  The first major disaster - a tornado - struck the Village.

1851  The St. Louis and Indianapolis Telegraph Company built its line through the Village.  

1851  The cornerstone for the church was laid by Bishop Van de Vilde.

1853  The completion of the church with the first mass being held on March 27th by the  Reverend J. Weber, a missionary priest.  

1858  The Franciscan Fathers arrived in Teutopolis.

1861  The cornerstone for the St. Joseph’s Seminary was laid and the seminary opened on September 16, 1862.

1861  The School Sisters of Notre Dame arrived in Teutopolis.

1865  The road from Teutopolis to Bishop was built.

1867  Residents of the county lying south and west of Teutopolis were disturbed by a report that the “Dutchtown Catholics” were arming for a war of extermination on the Protestants in the vicinity.  Spies confirmed that a cannon was being hauled into Teutopolis.  At least one home guard company was formed in Mason to prepare to repel the invasion of the “Dutchtowners.”  Later it was disclosed that the “big guns” were the pipes for the new church organ and the troops were disbanded.  This was known as the “Dutchtown War.”  

1883  Teutopolis acquired its first fire engine and organized a volunteer fire department.  

1885  The Waschefort mill was destroyed by fire.

1888  The Village Hall was built. The bottom part served as the Fire Station with meetings held upstairs.  The upstairs was also used as a school room and rented for moving picture shows.

1894  Blacksmith John Burford built the cells for the “lock-up” in the village hall.

1898  The Teutopolis Press was started.

1902 Dr. F.N. Hoffman, Teutopolis Physician and Village President, built the telephone system and established service between Teutopolis and surrounding communities.

1904  The Star Creamery was established.  The creamery venture was never successful and was relatively short lived.

1909  The first automobiles in Teutopolis.  The first to own horseless carriages were Dr. Hoffman, Joseph Pudenz and Joseph Stilleke.

1916  Eastern Illinois Utility Company brought electricity to the Village.

1916  During World War 1 a government plain-clothes agent was stationed in the Village to ferret out German plotters in the most dangerously pro-German town and community in Illinois.

1919  C.J. Moritz Construction Company began work on paving the National Road.  In 1958 improvements on Route 40 were made.  The street was widened with sidewalk to sidewalk curbing and the installation of storm sewers.  A great deal of controversy arose from this project.  Residents objected to the removal of the trees along main street and parallel parking which was required by the state.  Many thought the old style ditches were good enough.

1923  The Village Board received the contract from Ed Quatman to build two cisterns, one in the north part of town and one in the south for $135.00.

1924  The Cleaver Glove Company of Champaign opened a branch factory.

1937  Plans for a sewage system and disposal plant were started by Mayor Eugene Brumleve. The disposal plant was built on property in the north part of town near Salt Creek.

1941  An adequate well supply was found in the southeast part of the Village and the water system was in operation by the end of the year.  In the middle 1950’s due to repeated water shortage crises a new well was located about three miles east of Teutopolis and lines were run from this supply to the purification plant.

1943  The local Knights of Columbus Council was installed.

1945  The American Legion Club was organized.

1946  Siemer Milling Company added four large grain storage tanks, new office and large scale.

1948  The community was formed into a fire protection district.  The lower floor of the Village hall was remodeled as a firehouse and rented for a ten-year term.

1949  Teutopolis lost six residents to the fire at St. Anthony’s Hospital.

1960  Natural gas was brought to the Village by C.I.P.S. and many residents installed gas-heating systems.

1961  The telephone system went dial.

1969  Water Bonds were sold to update the water system.

1971  Bonds were issued for sewer improvements.
1973  Sixty acres was purchased for a lagoon system.

1979  A water transmission line from Effingham was constructed.

     Population totals:

     1840 – 4 residents

     1845 – 7 residents

     1850 – 9 residents

     1930 – 710 residents

     1940 – 808 residents

     1950 – 918 residents

     1960 – 1100 residents

     1970 – 1249 residents

     1980 – 1400 residents

     1990 – 1400 residents

     2000 – 1600 residents

     2010 – 1530 residents
